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THANK GOD 
[AM A COUNTRY BOY 


It is a mixture of personal essays, personal history, town 
history, memoirs, musings about small town and country life 
in rural Kentucky, public affairs, personal maxims, and 
personal philosophy of a country boy growing up under very 
adverse conditions that reveal wonderful insights on society 
religion, men and women getting along with people and 
learning. The book has its revealing thoughts on human 
nature, honest style, and personal, fresh insights. 
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See ene 


This is Prince, the first horse that I ever 
owned. I was 8 yrs. old at the time my father 
purchased this horse and gave him to me. 
For many years during this time, since I 
never had a bicycle, this was about the only 
means I had for transportation. 
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These were my faithful hunting dogs. 
The one on the left a Collie, most useful 
as a stock dog. The one on the right was 
a super hunter. However, they were both 
a team, whether hunting or driving up 
the cows. They saved me many a step. 


Father and Mother 
Jerry Stanton Stephens 
Lucy Jane Stephens 


This is my mother and I 
beside the 1934 Plymouth 
I purchased from a professor 
at Western University. 
The first automobile I ever owned 
August 1935 


This was my home place from age 5 yrs. until 18 
yrs. of age when I left home to go to High School. 


Family, from left to right: 
Otha L., Parlee, Hobart, Omra, Olice, Devona, 
Felix, Jerry S., Father, Ollie, Lucy J., Mother. 
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First row: Moore, Bailey, Mullins, E. Wheeler, Allen, W. Wheeler, 
McKee, Hatton, Lindon, Taulbee. 


Second row: Stevens, Abbott, Gibson, Parks, Ockerman, Parker, 
Butterfield, Caudill, Wise. 


Third row: Coach Woods, Asher, Winburn, Hendren, Huddleston, 
Puckett, Raleigh, Lambert, Hawkes, Washburn (Mgr.). 


Coach and Track Team 
Berea College Academy 
1932 
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Graduated 
Bowling Green Business University 
August 1, 1939 
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My original family 
Nancy S., Daughter 
Ovine, my wife, and myself 


The Family — 1982 


Richard S. Laird, Grandson 
David C. Laird, Grandson 
David G. Laird, Son-in-law 
Stephen Laird, Grandson 
Nancy S. Laird, Daughter 


Deep sea fishing trip on 

Lake Michigan: fishing for 

Salmon with my good friend 

and brother camper, Richard H. Fuchs, 
on one of our camping outing on the 
shore of Lake Michigan. 1985 


Diamond Lake Camp Out 

with a bit of fishing to 

enhance the noon meal. Fishing 
with my good friend and camping 
buddy, Norman Bartlett. 


The deer hunt in Colorado 
with my nephew, Babe Weavers 
1965. 
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INTRODUCTION 
THANK GOD [ AM A COUNTRY BOY 


No I was not born in Happy Hollar but I was born in just 
as an out of way place in 1911 in a county in Kentucky, 
Russell County, with no railroads then and even today, with 
only about six miles of paved roads at time of my birth, and 
with only a few roads that were even gravel. We had no 
running water in the house and no electricity, but we did 
have a (john) or some might call an out house that the family 
used as well as the visitors. 

Neither my father or mother had the opportunity to go to 
school, but they were self taught. Their main book was The 
Holy Bible. They were raised in the country all of their lives. 
My father, even though he never held a license to preach, 
practice veterinary, or sell real estate. He was the county 
veterinarian and for his own animals and the neighbor’s as 
well. Both my father and mother were very religious and 
both were very devout students of the Holy Bible, and were 
members of the local Methodist Church in the community. 
My Father was a very devout reader and believed in the 
science of the belief of the analytic psychology. He claimed to 
be a character reader by the bumps on your head and all 
other physical characteristics of the human body and he was 
a pretty good judge of human character. He lived to the very 
ripe old age of 98. 

My early religious training consisted of training by my 
parents, church, Sunday School and some religious books 
around the house. Never will I ever forget those Sunday 
mornings when time for Sunday School came I would put on 
my clean denim overalls and trot off to Sunday School to the 
little tattered church not far away. We would mostly walk or 
sometimes I would ride one of our work mules and Dad and 
Mother would drive the buggy. The times I went to Sunday 
School and to church only when I couldn’t talk my parents 
out of going and then I would go fishing or swimming in the 
summer. This I did except in winter if there were snow and 
that was a super time to track rabbits or go skating on the ice 
when the ponds in the neighborhood were frozen over. 

At Sunday School I will never forget those little picture 
cards that we always cherished that taught about Jesus 


1 


Christ and his love. Neither will I ever forget some of the 
economic teaching of my father. I will always remember one 
lesson and have seen fit to use it all my life: was this he said 
“son if, he said if ever you ever expect to ever accumulate 
anything in life, you have to have something that makes | 
money while you sleep.” This theory I have adhered to all my 
life as well as I have learned the power of compound interest. 

I did not have the opportunity to go to High School until 
the age of 18 years of age, and by working, got my tuition and 
board. I graduated from Berea College Academy in 1933. 
Then I went to Campbellsville College in 1934, by working at 
various jobs including cutting grass, waiting tables in a local 
restaurant, washing dishes, and by doing other types of jobs 
without any help from scholarships or aid from anyone else. 

After receiving my teacher’s certificate from Camp- 
bellsville College, I taught school in Russell County in a two 
room school at Ono, Kentucky for a term of seven (7) months; 
that was the length of the school terms that we had at that 
time in the country. All eighth grades were taught in the two 
room school, half of which I taught myself each day for the 
length of seven months or the regular school term. My mode 
of transportation to and from school, the distance of about 
fifteen miles I rode a horse, and my salary from teaching was 
the sum of $67.00 per month for teaching Ist, 3rd, 5th, and 
8th grades, and Mr. Wilson, with whom I had gone to school 
with taught the balance of the other grades. Each of all the 
8th grades were taught every day. 

From this year’s salary I had enough to start to Western 
University to continue my College education. During this 
year at Western I purchased a restaurant to help pay for my 
education there; then later transferred to Bowling Green 
Business University, and then graduated from Bowling 
Green Business University in 1939, and then I secured a 
position as Commercial Teacher in the High School at 
Middlesboro, Kentucky, including position as Athletic 
Director for two years, including both jobs, on a salary of 
$120.00 per month. 

Now, going back to my earlier years and recalling some 
of the precious minutes of yesteryear. While sitting in my 
study and trying to recall the long last experiences, and now 
at the age of 82, I have a great deal of pride, and with a great 
deal of humility and a deep sense of gratitude that I may be 
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able to recall those experiences of gone-by days, and to recall 
_ those precious moments that we shall always cherish in our 
memories. 

During this time in the early and middle twenties, there 
were no hardtop roads in the County and very few even 
_ gravel roads in the County, except a few blacktop roads in 
and near the small towns of Russell Springs and Jamestown, 
and Jamestown of course was the County Seat of the County. 
The only means of transportation in those days were by 
wagon, horseback or buggy, if you could afford to have one, 
because the only types of roads out in our section of the 
County were dirt roads. If we went to town, either Russell 
Springs or Jamestown was about 15 miles. 

It was always my Saturday job to shell corn and take the 
grain to a mill not too far away to be ground into meal for our 
daily bread. That was transported on the back of a mule to 
and from the mill where the grain was ground into meal. 
Mother baked all our corn bread that we had to eat, except 
we also raised a crop of wheat and the wheat, also, was 
hauled to a flour mill to be ground into flour. The method of 
transporting it to the mill, both corn and wheat, was one bag 
at a time on the back of a mule. Mother baked all of our 
bread, both corn bread and other bakery products, and were 
those biscuits good! The only other bread that we had was, 
we called it light bread, that was purchased from the grocery 
store nearby, but that was very seldom, only on Sunday and 
usually when we invited the preacher home for dinner . Then 
that was a rare occasion, and that was the day mother 
always had fried chicken. During those days in the twenties 
light bread and fried chicken was a luxury in our house. 
During the late twenties before I left home to go to High 
School to Berea College, I decided I wanted to flap and 
stretch my wings. Number of the neighbor boys were going to 
Illinois to husk corn: so I left home to try my luck at husking 
corn, but that venture didn’t last long. It was cold and the 
work was very hard, rolling out of bed before daylight was 
not my cup of tea. That, including feeding the horses, going 
back for breakfast and then hitting the wagon trail to the 
corn field before daylight in the morning, and not leaving the 
corn field until dark. This venture didn’t last long so I 
returned back home to Russell County as soon as I could find 
transportation back. 


I recall in the twenties and up until in 1929 when I left 
home to go to High School to Berea College Academy when in 
1933 when I graduated from the Academy, and I might say 
these were the depression years and the economy was at a 
stand still. Also, I might add before I left for High School, and 
during these early years before I left for High School we 
hauled fertilizer from the river dock near Jamestown on the 
Cumberland River. The fertilizer had to be hauled by mule 
wagon: Since was shipped by river boat and the roads to the 
dock were very steep and rugged. It was hauled from about 
twenty miles. The hill near the river was so steep and many 
times we would have to take an extra pair of mules to help 
the wagon load of fertilizer up the hill near where the steam 
boat unloaded the fertilizer or any other freight that might 
be shipped by boat. 

We must remember at that time we had no paper routes 
for kids to make extra money. During this time I did have a 
chance to make some money by riding a mule over the county 
and buying bits of sheep wool, carrying it home on the back of 
a mule, and my Dad would pay me a profit on the wool that I 
had picked up; then he would mix it with the larger amount 
of wool that came from our own herd of sheep that my dad 
always raised. So the small amount of money that I had 
saved from my trip to Illinois, the sheep wool venture and a 
crop of tobacco that my dad had permitted me to grow myself 
on the farm, and from these saving, this gave me a nest egg 
to start my High School education. This tobacco crop really 
did give me a start on my financial climb to get enough 
money to go to school. 

This in 1928 after time that I had really made up my 
mind to go to school for real, my dad told me he would help 
me to raise a crop of tobacco and that I could have all the 
profit if 1 would work it, so I did. I put out a crop of tobacco 
3/4 of an acre and in the fall of 1928 I sold it on a tobacco 
market in Danville, Kentucky for $149.50 that averaged 
about twelve (.12) cents per pound. 

Then in the fall or September, 1929 I was on my way to 
High School at the age of 18 years of age. Everything here 
went right well, also, one of my older brothers was here; at 
that time it was known as The Normal School. He was 
studying to get a teacher’s certificate to teach school in the 
county. Here at Berea everyone had to work all or a part of 
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the expense of their expenses that were incurred at the 
school. The $249.50 that I had made From sale of the tobacco 
crop and other amounts I had saved with the work at the 
college got me started in school. The first year wasn’t too bad. 
My first job was a janitor’s job of a dormitory that housed 75 
boys; I had four bathrooms to clean and took care of all the 
linen for the building with a pay of $18.00 per month which 
just about paid for most of my board & room. Then after two 
years I secured a job in the college print shop as a press 
operator and typesetter at $.18 cents per hour. 

After graduating from Berea College Academy in 1933, I 
entered Campbellsville College and graduated from there 
1936, by working part time waiting tables, washing dishes, 
and doing local part time jobs, at a local restaurant; here I 
received a two year’s teacher’s certificate and went back to 
Russell County where I taught in the two school room school, 
as mentioned above, for seven months, at a salary of $67.00 
per month and then in the fall of 1935 entered college at 
Western State University; then from there, transferred to 
Bowling Green Business University, from which I graduated 
in September, 1939, and accepted a teaching position at 
Middlesboro High School for a couple of years. After serving a 
couple of years with The Kentucky Dept. of Revenue as 
Income Tax Auditor, in 1945 I secured a license to practice 
Public Accounting, held it and practiced until I retired in 
1990. During the time of my accounting practice, I also went 
to night school at The Jefferson School of Law and obtained 
my LL.B. Degree in 1946, and LL.B. Degree from The 
University of Louisville, 1951. 

In 1990 I sold my accounting business to my partners 
and retired. 


GAMES WE PLAYED 


I shall never forget the games we played — such as 
shinney, marbles, croquet, baseball, basketball and fishing; 
our fishing might have been legal or illegal, however it made 
no difference. However, we never knew the difference 
anyway, and of course, fighting. I was never too good at any 
of them anyway. 

Along about this time when I was sixteen years of age 
and still in the 8th grade in the little two room school house, 


5 


one of Hopper boys, who was nineteen who had graduated 
from the eighth grade the year before and had gone to 
Russell Springs High School, came back to our little country 
school to try to organize a boxing team to try out for the 
Golden Gloves Tournament. 

At the time I was sixteen so I thought I would try out for 
the tournament. So I entered and was matched up with a 
little red head freckled face kid whose name was Harris, 
whose name I shall never forget, whom he and I had fought 
often at school. We put on the boxing gloves, got into the 
boxing ring and went at it. By about the third or fourth 
rounds, he had mashed my nose, and I had one black eye. 
After that I decided that game was not for me. So at that 
time I gave up my ambition to become a boxer. 


THE OLD CROQUET YARD 


On the ground at the little two room school house there 
was a super croquet court, the one that the older fellows in 
the neighborhood had built, and this was where they played 
Saturdays and Sundays. 

Some of my friends and I, Argus and Irvine Whittle, who 
were cousins, and a couple of other boys our age decided to 
set up a basketball court on the croquet court, and as you 
might expect, that was a mistake. We went to the woods 
nearby and cut down four small trees to make the post for our 
goal post, and we used two steel hoops from two nail barrel for 
our hoops and put up our basketball court on the very fine 
croquet court. We used the basketball court at recess and 
after school because in the summer school was out by three- 
thirty in the afternoon, and if we didn’t have to work we had 
time to play, and of course we always played at recess! 

So, lo and behold one Monday morning when we came to 
school what had happened; our basketball posts had been 
chopped down. Now what do you think we did? Yes, the next 
night we took picks and shovels, and what do you think we 
did to that croquet court? We absolutely wrecked the entire 
croquet court. Of course that did not set too well with the 
croquet players. Of course there were quite a feud among the 
school and the croquet players, but finally it was all settled, 
but no one would ever admit who did the damage, but to settle 
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it all, the older fellows finally gave in and they put up a new 
basketball court on another section of the school ground, and 
of course that ended the feud for once and for all. 


THE OLD POST OFFICE 


We did have a post office near the little two room house 
and the name was Sunshine — a real United States Post 
Office. It consisted of a grocery store, hardware, dry goods, 
filling station, clothing store and about everything else; it 
was where my parents bought my first suit, even drugs to 
limited extent, also, on one end of the porch if it was a sunny 
day, you could get a haircut if you could find a barber. 


HISTORY OF JAMESTOWN COUNTY SEAT OF 
RUSSELL 


Jamestown was laid out in June, 1826, and named after 
James W. Woolridge, and was incorporated December, 1827. 

The first court was held at Johanthan Patterson’s house April 
10, 1826. It was composed of Nathan Moore, Thomas Shaw, 
Samuel Wilbourn, John Barrenger, Robert Trabue, Obadiah 
Stephens, Wm. Lair, James Duncan and Wm. Green. 

There was at that time no County Judge, so the oldest 
Commissioner of Justice held the court. Berryman Holt was the 
First sheriff of the County, Wm. Patterson the First clerk and 
Elinger R. Patterson the first County Attorney. These men were all 
elected at the first term of the Court. At August term of court 1826 
the plan or map of the town was reported and adopted. There are 
60 in lots and 40 out lots. The public square is 16 poles each way 
and contains one acre and one half. 

The court house stood in the southeast corner of the square 
and was a hewn log building and was burned about 30 years later. 

The first jail was built near the old court house and about 
1867 it was burned down by one of the prisoners. 

The original land grant to build the seat of Justice was deeded 
by James and John Woolridge consisting of approximately 110 
acres and the town was first named Jacksonville in honor of 
General Andrew Jackson. 

There at this time there were only one colored person living in 
town out of all of those who lived there in 1861, and her name was 
Betsy Jones. 

The county was established in 1825 and out of parts of Wayne, 
Adair and Cumberland counties and named after a Col. Wm. 
Russell. 

The water power in the county was remarkably good. Before 
1847 there were one cotton mill and two woolen factories 
established. Also, before 1834 there was an iron furnace close to 
Woolridge’s mill and many a boy passed the place in going.from 
this town and never dreamed of such a thing having been in 
existence. 

There was at this time a paper mill in the county situated on 
Greasy Creek and not far from the old iron furnace just spoken of. 


THE OLD FARM I LEFT 1929 


I walked the path rounding up the cows. 
Was back when it was trampled smooth and hard. 
Now it’s all grown up with thick briars and bushes, 
And it hurts a little to see it scared. 


I see a few boards where the house once stood; 

The old rock chimney is still standing there. 
I many time have climbed that old locust tree, 

That my mother and I once dug up from the woods 
Nearby and planted in the yard near the old well. 


The old garden spot now looks desolated and bare, 

The many memories are brought back to me from time past. 
The very spot where my first tobacco crop was raised. 

Green vegetables my mother once gathered there. 


I many times have howed tobacco in that old south field, 
And the north field where we planted wheat and corn, 
To grow for feed the many heads of livestock, 
Once abound in those old fields nearby. 


My mother often planted flowers and shrubs, 

By the old well house near the back kitchen door. 
The long string of wire fence still stands 

Along the leading from the house to the old barn. 
The old post are mostly gone but wire all rusty there. 


As I stand and gaze at the old place once more, 
My thoughts still linger and it makes sad to see 
The place so run down with decay and Ruin, 
And think of what it used to be. 


I still can hear the sound of cow calling in a 
Far distance across the meadows green with grain 
Waving in the breeze waiting for feed time and 
Harvest the daily chore of milking same. 


So many memories shall I never forget, 
Those happy days I spent on the farm to wit; 
My memories are happy still when I think of, 
Those memories linger still when I ponder, 
Those happy days on the farm that taught me how to live. 
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TIMES HAVE CHANGED 


Times have changed since I was a boy 
Living back when summers were hot. 

No air conditioners, we fanned with a book. 
No microwaves, not even electricity. 

Wood stoves were the way of cooking. 


No fancy bathtubs to bathe in at night; 

We bathed in a tub by a kerosene light 
No telephones to hear the gossipy news. 

Only by word of mouth from the neighbor next door. 
And one penny postcard was what we used. 


When we got sick, as sometimes we must. 
No going to the doctor, he came to us. 
As mother would say, not intending to pun, 
“If you can’t go you don’t need one anyway” 
If her remedy failed of turpentine, 
Blackdraut, and caster oil, then you see the Doc. 


We had no televisions to watch cartoons, 

But played by the light of the moon. 
We had no store toys with which to play. 

The toys we had were made of sticks and clay. 
And what a joy they were, we had no better. 

We’ve come a long ways from those days gone by 
To the now world’s fast track of today. 


But now let us ponder of the days 
Gone by and cherish the riches 
We so much enjoy today. 
But way down deep in our memory 
We still like to go back to the days gone by. 
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THE OLD CHURCH 


The old unpainted seats in the old church where I once sat, 
And the old painted peeling church that I attended 

In the many years gone by that I now remember so well. 
The old playground where we used to play, so beautiful and 
serene. 

Is now gone by the way, and no longer a churchyard to play. 
The old picnic grounds are now covered with straw and hay. 

How sad it is to see the destructive places where we used to 

play. 

Weeds are all grown up around the front and back door. 

It is hard to find the land marks where the old church stood. 
How I find the land marks have mostly faded. 

I touched the old oak pulpit still standing with grace, 
Then straightened some old benches I had sat on before. 

There lay on the floor lay a blue cardboard fan, 
By a battered old hymnal left by someone before. 

I savored each step where strong voices had sang before. 
And irises bloomed beneath the structure’s domain. 

Then I knelt by a tombstone, crumbling with time; 
As wood thrush sang sweetly, elation was mine. 

I thought of the songs that my mother sang, so serene & fine. 
As evening shadows begin to fall 

With thoughts and memory that linger long; 
I ended my pilgrimage in spiritual love. 


The land mark is fading fast. As I stood there and pondered 
if I could only touch those worn out benches I used to 
sit on SO Many years ago. 
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CHAPTER I 


MIND 

1. The MIND is one of the most precious things that we 
possess. 

2. The MIND is the vehicle by which we think and act in 
our daily lives. 

3. That is what makes us different one from another. 

4. Weare judged by our thinking and how our minds have 
been trained. 

5. Our minds are our storehouse of knowledge and 
wisdom. 

6. What we think is prior knowledge of past and present 
experiences. 

7. Our characteristics of differences of thinking make up 
our training and applications of situations and experiences of 
our daily lives. 

8. Take the difference of an optimist and a pessimist 
which make up the entire mode of thinking. 

9. An optimist is a gambler; he gets his kicks not from 
winning but from the thrill of losing. 

10. A pessimist is a born loser and gets his kicks from 
tragedy and expects it. 

11. An alcoholic drinks and gets his kicks from self 
suffering of the effects. Are the most of us a bit optimist or a 
bit pessimist? What makes the most readable news — murder, 
killings, rape and scandals? It all goes on all the time. Now, 
are we more interested in someone helping an old lady across 
the street, someone giving blood to save a life, or donating an 
organ to save a life? Now let us go back and analyze ourself. 
Are we pessimistic or are we optimistic? 

According to Webster’s Dictionary and doctrine,“an 
optimist is that the existing world is the best possible. The 
doctrine or belief that good ultimately prevails over evil, The 
tendency to take the best hopeful or cheerful view of matters 
and to expect the best outcome, practice of looking on the 
bright side or things.” 

THEN ON THE OTHER SIDE as a pessimist, which 
comes from the French word PESSIMUS worst or Superl. 
The doctrine or belief that the existing world is the worst 
possible. The doctrine or belief that the evil in life outweigh 
the good. Then to expect misfortune or the worst outcome in 
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ee circumstances. The practice of looking on the dark side of 
ngs. 

An optimist will say a glass is half full whereas a 
pessimist would say it is half empty. 

The Mind controls our very destiny every minute of 
activity, thoughts and actions. We remember and can forget. 
The mind controls our very existence. 

According to Webster — “(1) Memory to think, recollection 
or remembrance, (2) what we think, perceive, feels, wills, 
etc., a storehouse of knowledge.” 

God offers to everyone his or her choice between thrush 
or repose. Take which you may — you can’t have both. 

Who so would be a man must be a nonconformist: he 
would gather palms must not be hindered by the name of 
goodness. 

Nothing is at last sacred but the integrity of our own 
mind. As God be our guide we look forward to the good deeds 
and train our minds to do and think as we would have others 
think of us. 

Thoughts in the mind hath made us. What we are by 
thoughts was wrought and built. If a man’s mind hath evil 
thoughts, pain comes on him as comes the wheel the oxen 
behind. 

If one endure in purity of thought, joy follows him as his 
own shadows-sure. 

Man is a growth by law, and not a creation by artifice, 
and cause and effect is as absolute and undeviating in the 
hidden realm of thought as in the world of visible and 
material things. 

Man is made or unmade by himself; in the armory of 
thought he forges the weapons by which he destroys himself; 
he also fashions the tools with which he builds for himself 
heavenly mansions of joy, strength and peace. 

As a being of power, intelligence, and love the Lord of his 
own thoughts man holds the key to every situation, and 
contains within himself that transforming and regenerative 
agency by which he may make himself what he wills. 
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THE HUMAN MIND & ITS EFFECT UPON 
THE PROGRESS OF MAN 


Since the human mind is a STOREHOUSE of 
KNOWLEDGE: it is liken unto a field of soil. Ideas of the 
mind are planted into it; some grow and prosper into great 
accomplishments, and some wither away or grow as weeds in 
the wilderness. Those that take root and grow; we have 
developed great politicians, scientists, medical geniuses, and 
men and women who are leaders in all fields of endeavors. 
We are living in an age of revolution and have since the 
invention of the wheel. Since the mind is a storehouse of 
knowledge, starting with the first invention. The knowledge 
that was stored in the mind of those inventors and is 
transferred to the minds of those who have added to that 
knowledge and came up with more and greater accom- 
plishments. All this has caused the revolution that is a 
continuous progress of development that has elevated the 
standard of living that we enjoy today. 


WE HAVE A REVOLUTION GOING ON IN 
EVERY PHASE OF ENDEAVOR 


1. INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION: This is continued 
progress in every phase of industry, including building, 
scientific, architectural, and building of all phases of our 
industrial revolution. 

2. POLITICAL REVOLUTION: This all by adding of 
knowledge of the great politicians and the experience of the 
great politicians and the intercourse of experience of different 
societies and the changing of time and thinking of people. 

3. REVOLUTION IN OUR SYSTEMS OF LAWS: Going 
back to our system of law; it goes back to the Common Law of 
England from which our system of laws originally came from. 
This we call Common Law and our Constitution was based 
on the Common Law of England. But now we think of the 
many changes that has been wroth in our Constitution and 
the changes that are going on all the time because of the 
changes that are taking place in our society. Our Kentucky 
Laws are known as Common Laws; thus we are known as a 
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Commonwealth and many decisions in our courts are based 
on some decision that a previous judge made in a similar 
situation. His decision was made on basis from experiences of 
: oe judge, and on that basis, it became the law of the 
and. 

4. REVOLUTION IN MEDICINE: We have had one of 
the greatest revolutions in medicine, probably one of the 
greatest in any industry which has given us longer lives. 
Why? Because of the knowledge of the picking of the minds of 
previous experts in the field of medicine and that knowledge 
passed on to present day experts in the field of medicine and 
other fields of health care. The great progress that has been 
made today would not have been possible without 
experiments and testing that is going on all the time in the 
industry. This has all been made possible by the storing of 
knowledge in the storehouse of the minds of these men. All 
done by the knowledge from the storehouse in the human 
mind. 

5. REVOLUTION IN RELIGION: There has not been as 
much of a revolution in religion possibly as other fields, 
however, though since our society is changing, that does have 
a tendency to cause people to think differently about their 
beliefs in religion. Because of the study of scholars and 
discourse of people and the contact and association of all 
races, color, creeds, and ethnic groups has caused people to 
think differently about their beliefs. It is said that we are 
what we believe and what we believe is based on prior 
knowledge stored in our brain and from past experiences and 
that is another reason why we are all different because we 
have all had different experiences, and have had them under 
different circumstances. 

6. REVOLUTION IN AIR TRAVEL: Where would we be 
today without the knowledge of the Wright Brothers? The 
knowledge from the minds of these men has been multiplied 
sO many times, many times, by the adding the knowledge of 
the minds of all the other men who have come after them. 
The knowledge that was stored in their minds has been 
passed on to the knowledge that was stored in the minds of 
others and by adding all this knowledge, great things have 
resulted, and as a result has come about the great 
transportation system we have today. Now we might consider 
and analyze all other forms of progress in a like manner. 
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When we go back to try to analyze THE HUMAN MIND 
and what makes us different; we must consider what the 
HUMAN MIND actually is. Not to consider it as a mass of 
matter, but characteristic of actions and mental workings 
and cause of action of each individual. We must consider the 
Mind as a storehouse of knowledge and our actions are the 
result as to how we use that knowledge that is stored therein 
and as to how we interpret a certain set of facts, same being 
based upon past experiences and knowledge gained from 
experiencing them. We make decisions daily on basis of 
knowledge stored in our brain. 

Now, why is it that we sometimes and many times very 
often, we disagree on a certain set of facts? Isn’t that very 
odd? But it does happen. That is why we have courts of law 
and judges. It is said that we are what we believe. Now, what 
we believe is based on knowledge stored in our brain and 
from experiences in the past. 

We have the courts of law to settle differences and 
sometimes the decisions may be very different under 
different circumstances and under a different set of facts 
because every mind is different and knowledge stored in that 
mind is different in that it is because a different set of fact 
may be decided different even though the facts are the same. 
Same goes for judges. Why do our judges differ or make 
different decisions when they are presented a same or similar 
set of facts? That is I guess is why we are all different. The 
MIND is a constant changing thing. We all look different, we 
all act different, but would it not be a very confused world if 
we were all the same and thought the same way? 
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CHARACTER LIES WITHIN YOU 


The cultivation of a man’s mind is the development and 
growth that builds his character. It has often many times 
been said, “As a Man Thinketh So Shall Be The Molding of 
His Character.” This is the guiding light by which a man 
liveth. The virtue of thought is the master weaver of his very 
being and the pattern for which is his very being. 

Thoughts in the mind hath made us what we are. If a 
man have evil thoughts through shall he reap evil deeds and 
so shall he reap pain. By the same token, so shall the noble 
and purity thoughts shall he reap purity, reward and 
kindness. 

Of all the beautiful thoughts pertaining to the soul which 
have been stored and brought to light of the soul has 
gardening or fruitful of divine promise and confidence that 
man has mastered his own destiny, and at the same time 
moulded his own character the way in which he wishes. 

It has been stated by many authority that man in his 
own mind holds the key to every situation and that he may 
make himself what he wills. As a gardener cultivates his 
garden spot to keep it free from thorns and thistles, and give 
room for the flowers and fruits to grow and prosper, and so 
shall a man may and tend to the growth of his mind. If he 
cultivates impure thoughts so shall he reap that which he 
soweth. Every thought so imbedded in his mind will prosper 
and grow bearing fruit for good or evil. Good thoughts bear 
good fruits and by the same token, bad thoughts bear evil 
fruit. 

Aman does not come to the fate of his own soul by virtue 
of his own being, but by the fate of his own impulses, desires 
and circumstances and by the pathway of his own wishes and 
desires. Circumstances does not make the man; it reveals 
him to himself as what is stored in his own mind from past 
experiences and relations that he has experienced in the 
past. 

Character manifests itself in character of thought of 
action as being in that inner thought of his own mind. 

In light of all those who are very proud to manifest 
himself and desire of self-improvement and at same time he 
shuneth his work and justified this in trying to deceive his 
superior or equal on grounds of insufficiency. 
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Men in all walks of life and in all circumstances tend to 
justify acts of unstable character to conform to the 
justification of their own needs. ; 

The power of thinking or the thoughts in his own mind 
controls all your actions making up your character which 
may or may not lead to your enrichment or it may lead to 
your own destruction. Since your own thoughts are the 
windows of your soul, the power of thought controls your own 
destiny. The power of thought lives within you and it is your 
supreme desire to make of it what you will. 


Just remember — your actions are the picture of your 
thoughts and so shall ye be judged accordingly. After the 
word or act has once been uttered, impressions of deed 
actions shall long linger in the minds of those about you. The 
power of thought reflects in all your actions. A man’s actions 
and what he says is reflected from his whole mind of 
thoughts and is indicative of character of every human being. 
The things we are thinking are characteristic of the previous 
knowledge as was once stored in the mind from previous 
encounters of past experiences which consist of a catalogue of 
the make-up of our own soul. These encounters and 
experiences are recalled as we encounter them in our daily 
lives, of which reflects in our daily activities and makes us 
what we are. 

AS A MAN THINKETH, SO SHALL HE ACT TOWARD 
HIS FELLOW MAN. 

We often wonder why some men are successful and 
others are not? It is that inner force in man that determines 
that drive arising from his inner soul to guide his inner 
destiny to succeed that overrides the impulse of failure. 

Each man is guided by his own inner thoughts that 
determines his actions and course to pursue. His own destiny 
is born within him to success or failure. His guiding light of 
the way he thinketh and those ideals of thought of action in 
his inner soul shall prevail. 

Failure comes to those whose resistance fails to follow 
through. Positive thinking and persistence is the conqueror 
of his own soul. All success or failure lies within you. 


Cultivate the factor of success, and you shall reap the 
rewards. 
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THE HUMAN MIND AT WORK 


There are many thoughts and many conceivable ideas of 
the Human Mind and how it works. Its workings serves us in 
many ways and sundry ways, pleasure, education, enter- 
tainment, and informative in every conceivable situation. 

Some thoughts of wisdom and thoughts of many and 
sundry ideas leaving out none. 

1. What is the coffee break after church service? It is 
called thirst after righteousness. 

2. The mini skirt women are forming an organization 
called the American revelation. 

3. Getting people to work on time is to have 34 parking 

for mpl : 

4. As another theological advance theory of the mini- 
skirt rates the steamboat as Robert Fulton put it, we_no 
longer need to wait for the wind to blow. 

Now, let’s consider the Human Mind and how it works, 
what and how we think is wholly in the Human Mind. 

1. The Human Mind is one of the most precious things 
that God gave to man. 

2. Our mind is the way we think and act and it makes up 
the characteristics of us all. 

3. That is what makes us all different. 

4. We are judged by our thinking and actions as to how 
our mind has been trained and how we use that training. 

5. Our minds are our storehouse of knowledge and 
wisdom. 

It is written over the campus gate at Ohio State 
University the following words: “So enter, that daily though 
mayest grow in Knowledge, Wisdom and Love.” 

At first thought I could not see much difference in the 
two words: However, after giving it more thought there 
seemed to be a definition closely associated with the Human 
Mind and the storing of knowledge in the Human Mind. As 
has been quoted by others a fair definition seems to be as 
follows: “KNOWLEDGE IS WHAT WE ACQUIRE AS IT 
ADDS TO OUR MENTAL STOREHOUSE OF KNOW- 
LEDGE; WISDOM IS WHAT REMAINS WHEN WE 
SUBTRACT FROM OUR MENTAL STOREHOUSE THE 
FALSE AND ERRONEOUS KNOWLEDGE.” 
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Thus from our illustration, we are able to see the golden 
thread of truth, which makes us both willing and eager to 
subtract beliefs that hamper us mentally. We grow wiser not 
by addition, but by subtraction. 

6. What and how we think is prior knowledge of past 
and present experiences. 

7. Characteristics different and different thinking and 
training us to think different and causes us to have a 
different outlook on life itself. 

8. Take for instance the difference of an optimist and a 
pessimist ways of thinking. Are you a pessimist or an 
optimist? 

9. An optimist is a gambler, he gets his kicks not from 
winning but from losing. 

10. Where as a pessimist is a born loser and gets his 
kicks from tragedy and expects it. 

11. An alcoholic drinks and gets his kicks from self 
suffering from the after effects. 

Are the most of us optimist or just a little bit pessimist? 
What makes the most headlines or the most readable news, 
and what draws the most attention: murder, killings, of every 
sort, rape, and scandals of every sort in high and low places? 
Or, are we more interested in reading about someone helping 
an old lady across the street, someone giving blood to save a 
life, or an organ to extend a life? 

Are we more pessimist than optimist? You be the judge. 

According to Webster’s Dictionary: “The doctrine of an 
optimist is that the existing world is the best possible, The 
doctrine or belief that good ultimately prevails over evil. The 
tendency to take the best hopeful or cheerful view of matters 
and to expect the best outcome, practice of looking on the 
bright side of things. When on the other side as a pessimist, 
which come from the French word Pessimus — worst or 
superl. The doctrine or belief that the existing world is the 
worst possible. (1) The doctrine or belief that the evil in life 
outweighs the good. (2) Then to expect misfortune or the 
worst outcome in any circumstances, the practice of looking 
on the dark side of everything.” 

When we go back to try to analyze the Human Mind and 
what makes us different, we must consider what the Human 
Mind really is. Not consider it as a living mass of tissues, but 
consider it as a form of action and mental workings and 


20 


cause of action of each individual. We must consider the mind 
as a storehouse of knowledge, and our actions are the result 
as to how we use that knowledge that is stored therein and 
as to how we interpret certain set of fact, same being based 
upon past experiences and knowledge gained from 
experiencing them. We make decisions daily on basis of 
knowledge stored in our brain and daily experiences. 

Now why do we sometimes disagree on a certain set of 
facts all proven to be true? Isn’t that peculiar? But it does 
happen all the time. That is why we have judges and courts 
of law. Why do we have complete differences of an opinion 
when we are presented with the same set of facts? That is 
why we have to have courts of law to settle differences that 
cannot be settled by the individuals themselves, and 
sometimes the decisions may be very different under similar 
and or same set of facts. That is why we are all different 
because we have stored in each of our own minds a different 
set of facts and stored them under different circumstances, 
since all decisions are made from past experiences also, same 
goes for judges of the court system, for the judge makes legal 
decisions based on his experience and knowledge of past 
study and facts as presented to him. 

Sometimes we all may at one time or another have to 
make decisions, maybe not based on past experiences, or from 
knowledge gained in the past, but on future speculation, etc. 

May I ask how many of you have read the very famous 
book, THE EXIT, one of the best sellers in the past? With the 
wonders that history has wroth modern technology has 
brought us many miracles, from babies conceived in petri 
dishes to children reborn with someone else’s heart, so it has 
become too fearsome to us all. The saying is that “I wouldn't 
be kept alive that way” has become a modern motto in our 
American society, but now pain management and hospice 
care are better than ever before, but for some people they are 
simply the tree. The forest is that they no longer want to live, 
and that they believe that the decision to die belongs to them 
alone. 

When we were younger and grew up in a society of only 
living today was the then of the most of us, but as we grew 
older and thinking society is in such a turmoil and thinking 
of us as constantly changing, and now let me in closing stop 
with a somewhat different thought to recite something of a 
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different mode of thinking to recite something from a writing 
from an unknown author long since gone. 


THE DEATH BED CAN BE A BED OF LIFE - 


“THE DAY WILL COME WHEN MY BODY WILL LIE 
UPON A WHITE SHEET NEATLY TUCKED UNDER FOUR 
CORNERS OF A MATTRESS LOCATED IN A HOSPITAL 
BUSILY OCCUPIED WITH THE LIVING AND DYING. AT 
A CERTAIN MOMENT A DOCTOR WILL DETERMINE 
THAT MY BRAIN HAS CEASED TO FUNCTION AND FOR 
ALL PRACTICAL PURPOSES, MY LIFE HAS STOPPED. 

WHEN THAT HAPPENS, DO NOT ATTEMPT TO 
INSTILL ARTIFICIAL LIFE INTO MY BODY BY THE USE 
OF A MACHINE. AND DON’T CALL THIS MY DEATHBED. 
LET IT BE CALLED THE BED OF LIFE AND LET 
WHATEVER IS USABLE BE TAKEN FROM IT TO HELP 
OTHERS LEAD A FULLER LIFE. 

GIVE MY SIGHT TO A MAN WHO HAS NEVER SEEN 
A SUNRISE, A BABY’S FACE OR LOVE IN THE EYES OF 
A WOMAN. 

GIVE MY HEART TO A PERSON WHOSE OWN 
HEART HAS CAUSED NOTHING BUT ENDLESS PAIN. 

GIVE MY BLOOD TO A TEENAGER WHO WAS PULLED 
FROM THE WRECKAGE OF AN AUTOMOBILE, SO THAT 
HE MIGHT LIVE TO SEE HIS GRAND CHILDREN PLAY. 

GIVE MY KIDNEYS TO ONE WHO DEPENDS ON A 
MACHINE TO EXIST. TAKE MY BONES, EVERY NERVE 
AND MUSCLE IN MY BODY, AND FIND A WAY TO MAKE 
A CRIPPLED CHILD WALK. 

EXPLORE EVERY CORNER OF MY BRAIN, TAKE MY 
CELLS, IF NECESSARY, AND LET THEM GROW SO 
THAT, SOME DAY, SPEECHLESS BODY WILL SHOUT AT 
A CRACK OF A BASEBALL BAT, AND A DEAF GIRL WILL 
HEAR THE SOUND OF RAIN UPON HER WINDOW PAIN. 

BURN WHAT IS LEFT AND SCATTER MY ASHES TO 
THE FAR WINDS OF THE UNIVERSE TO HELP THE 
FLOWERS GROW. 

Ik YOU MUST BURN SOMETHING, LET IT BE MY 
FAULTS, MY WEAKNESS AND ALL PREJUDICES 
AGAINST MY FELLOW MAN, GIVE MY SINS TO THE 
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DEVIL AND GIVE MY SOUL TO GOD. 

IF BY CHANCE YOU WISH TO REMEMBER MB, DO 
IT WITH A KIND WORD TO SOMEONE WHO NEED YOU, 
AND IF YOU DO IT ALL I HAVE ASKED I WILL LIVE 
FOREVER.” 


You will be what you will to be. 
Let failure find its fault content 

In that poor word “environment,” 
But spirit scorns it, and is free. 


It masters time, it conquers space; 
It cows that boaster trickster, chase, 
And bids the tyrant circumstance, 
Uncrown, and fill a servant’s place. 


The human will, that force unseen, 

The offspring of a deathless soul, 
Can hew a way to any goal, 

Through wall of granite intervene. 
Be not impatient in delay, 

But wait as one who understands; 
The Gods are ready to obey. 

By James Allen 
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APATHY OF THE HUMAN MIND 


The Human Mind and how it functions. It functions by 
the communication of ones thoughts to another and is based 
on transmitting knowledge from one individual to another. 

Then we ask ourselves what is knowledge and how we 
break it down. It is written over the Campus Gate at Ohio 
State University the following words: “So Enter That Daily 
Thou Mayest Grow in Knowledge, Wisdom and Love”: Then 
when we break it down and come up with a distinction we 
may come up with a more exact meaning: Thus Wisdom is 
what remains in our brain after we subtract from our mental 
storehouse of knowledge the false and erroneous knowledge. 

Then from our illustration we are able to see the golden 
thread of truth, which makes us both willing and eager to 
substitute beliefs that hamper us mentally. We grow wiser 
not by addition, but through subtraction. 

What and how we think is done by recalling of prior 
knowledge and past experiences that have been embedded in 
the human mind. Now, since we all have experienced 
different types of experiences and under different cir- 
cumstances and forms of knowledge, this makes us all very 
different individuals, and that is why we all act differently 
under same and different circumstances. How we think and 
what we think. What are some of the strongest modes of 
thinking. To mention a few . . . One of the strongest moded of 
thinking is Self-preservation. Now, is self-preservation an 
instinct, or is it a mode of thinking or is it a God Given Trait 
given to all living things? 

We think of the ability to think and reason as a God 
given gift to man only. We think in terms of what is good for 
us. Self-preservation or self esteem. 

Like, why women want to be astronauts because a 120 
lb. woman on the moon weighs less than 20 lbs. Like the man 
in the shopping center who pushed away the wrong baby 
buggy and his wife said, you have the wrong baby and 
whispered and said oh! don’t say anything. This one has 
rubber tires. Now, think how careful people would drive if 
their head was on their front car bumper. What is the 
definition of a Pessimist? It is a person who has loaned 
money to an Optimist. 
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CHILDREN; That is where the growth of the mind 
starts. What are the two things that a child always ready to 
share are his communicable disease and his mother’s age. 

Now, communication has grown by leaps and bounds 
unheard of many years ago and in may forms. Which leads us 
to the first Electronic Engineer. ADAM was the first 
Electronic Engineer because he furnished the spare parts for 
the first loud speaker. 

Now since we have reviewed the make up of our very 
complicated process of the human gift from God: Now how do 
we transmit thoughts one from another and how do we 
convince one another mode of thinking and transmitting 
ideas in the course of human relations? Through words and 
actions, we try to touch each other’s minds and yet although 
words flow freely, it is curious how seldom and how fleeting 
minds meet. What keeps us from getting through to each 
other? How can we pierce the barriers of the other 
individual? 

The problem stems from two sources: One is being 
human and the other is forgetting that others are human too. 
If we talk to a robot, there would be no difficulty in getting 
through. The robot would accept our ideas without question 
and put them into action. The robot has no pre-existing 
attitude which might conflict with our ideas, no emotions to 
distract him, no secrets, and no ego to be fed. 

We have acquired knowledge and formed ideas, each his 
own and each of us in our own way and under different 
circumstances making it hard to communicate from one mind 
to another. The meeting of the minds is the desired goal of 
communication of one individual to another. Why can’t we 
communicate our ideas from one individual to another? 

Let’s list a few human characteristics that work against 
a meetings of the mind. 


1. Resistance to change: Habits: We are all creatures of 
habits. That is the nature of all of us humans. Habits 
influence every thought, feelings and action. If you 
stop to think for a moment, how many things you do 
every day as result of some habit, how you comb your 
hair, how you like your eggs, how you dress. Habits 
are formed by repeating an act or thought, and that is 
pleasant to do. Why do we repeat an act one after 


25 


another? Even though we are aware of the adverse 
effect of a continuing habit, you repeat it because of 
the reward; same as many other habit forming habits. 


2. The urge to think our own thoughts rather than 
listen to the thoughts of others. 
(1) Get his attention 
(2) Holding his attention 
(3) Expel his thoughts 
(4) Introduce yours. 

The idea is to draw his attention to some beneficial 
interest to him in order to expel his preconceived notion to 
bring him to the thinking that which to implant your idea to 
form a direct communication with him. 


3. Wishful hearing: We see and hear a world of our own 
making and after being given a few isolated facts this is 
so strong we jump to conversation that might or might 
not be true facts as they really are. Wishful hearing is 
also related to wishful thinking which colors our own 
lives both brightly and darkly. We still are creatures of 
habit in many and sundry ways. We are certain that 
everyone else’s Taste, habits and ideas are different 
from our own. Wishful thinking is a very common 
thought as for instance. We may wish harm to those we 
hate while there is wishers for beauty, love, wealth and 
power. There are also sad wishes — the suicide wishes 
for death. Then how are the forms communicated, 
transmitted in what form of communication? 


4. Unwarranted Assumptions: Most people take other 
people for granted. At least they take for granted 
other people’s knowledge and opinion for granted. 
This is a grand opportunity for wishful hearing to 
take over supplying the information necessary to 
make the picture the way one wants to see it. To the 
wishful speaker, this listening silence implies 
understanding or acceptance, or consent, even though 
the listener intended none of these. He may not even 
have heard what the speaker said. The best sermon is 


the one that goes over your head and hits the guy 
next door. 
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5. Habitual Secretness: There are people who keep a 
dark curtain over their mind so that others cannot 
glimpse at their thoughts and feelings. Such a person 
dislikes his own thoughts and feelings. He expects 
therefore that if others knew his thoughts and 
feelings, that they dislike him and he might be 
rejected. This type of a person is the type of introvert. 
He also keeps his feelings within himself. This of 
course varies with the individual and one can find all 
shades of this variation. This is a type of an 
individual who is very hard to communicate with. He 
feels safer this way because for him any revelation 
seems dangerous. 


You might observe yourself in conversation, and do you 
ever tell things about yourself without being asked? In 
general conversation what information do you give the other 
person and what information do you give without being 
asked? We often give information about someone else or 
about ourselves in order to gain information about the other 
person. 


END PART I 


APATHY - Without emotion, 1. Lack 
of Emotion, 2. Lack of Interest, 
Listless; unconcerned, indifference. 
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APATHY OF THE HUMAN MIND II 


MOTIONS ARE INTERWOVEN WITH IDEAS 
IN CONVERSATION: 


Conversation is the main vehicle for expressing feelings, 
ideas, and feelings are always looking for an outlet. Take for 
instance how does a salesman sell his product, a politician 
who is running for a public office? He must be able to get his 
ideas across to his prospective buyer or what ever product he 
may be selling whether it a piece of merchandise or a 
politician trying to get elected to public office he must be able 
to convince his prospect to his way of thinking. 

The good salesman or political candidate must be a good 
conversationalist who understands the need for venting 
feelings in getting his prospective customer to his line of 
thinking in order to be successful in his endeavor and by the 
same token the political candidate must be able to transmit 
his ideas in a way to convince the public his ideas are sound 
and convincing. 


COURTESY ENCOURAGES CONVERSATION AND 
THE FREE TRANSMISSION OF IDEAS: 


In any conversation, feelings influence the outcome of 
such conversation: therefore, when you are trying to get 
thinking through to the other person, you rely on logic alone. 
You have to encourage a feeling of cooperativeness, simply by 
being courteous yourself. As the old saying goes, you can 
catch more flies with honey than with vinegar. This gain 
need not be any tangible thing, but may consist of a 
pleasurable feeling or in other words be something to gain. 


THREE WAYS OF ENCOURAGING 
RESPONSIVENESS: 


There are other ways of getting through to people. There 
are two basic feelings in the other person that encourages his 
cooperativeness in conversation the feeling that he can trust 
you and the feeling that you trust him. If he doesn’t feel he 


28 


can trust you, he will not want to share his information and 
opinions with you for fear that in some way you knowing 
them might hurt him. 

The other person will share his information or views if it 
is going to benefit him in some way, also by sharing 
information with the other person he may be reluctant to 
share it with you if it is going to hurt him in any way. 

For a salesman to sell a product, he must prove to the 
prospect that he will benefit in some way. Have you ever 
talked to a salesman and at the same time feeling that the 
only thing that he was thinking was the benefit to himself. 


RESPECT THE OTHER PERSON’S FEELINGS: 


If you share your ideas with the other person and at the 
same time ask for his you are supplying and complimenting 
him on his judgment, and by the same token, he is benefiting 
by the conversation and you have accomplished your purpose. 
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CHAPTER II 


KENTUCKY TRAVEL CONFERENCE 
February 8, 1962 


The beginning of a new year or launching a new 
enterprise is traditionally a time of resolutions. A time of 
inventory of past performances, so that we may be better 
informed in guiding our destiny for the future. 

The success of our efforts for the future of the ever 
growing Travel Industry in our Commonwealth depends to a 
large extent on the atmosphere we create for the Traveling 
Public. The prosper atmosphere for the Traveler depends on 
what happens in other states and nation as well as our own. 

Suppose we look at the overall picture. First and 
foremost, we must have suitable accommodations, and that 
we have or will have soon. A new motel is being completed 
every 90 minutes. The Tourist Court Journal forecasts the 
construction of 240,000 motel units in 1962 on the part of the 
readers alone, based on a survey made in the fall of 1961. 

It has recently been announced by the hotel industry 
more than 50 projects totaling thousands of new rooms 
representing an investment of more than 200 million dollars, 
with most of them in the United States with projects in 
Washington, D.C., Cleveland, New York and other 
metropolitan areas. Also, the airlines are bidding for the 
tourist trade and Commercial Traveler with lower fares 
planned for the coming year. 

With the advent of our super highway system and fast 
expressways the number of nights in route for the traveler 
are now growing less and less, but more and more people are 
traveling than ever before. 

Expressways enable the Commercial Traveler to cover 
more area and return to his home more often with fewer 
nights away from home. HOWEVER, salesmen in American 
industry now attend twice as many meetings as they did 10 
years ago. Publisher, Phillip Harrison of “Sales Meeting” says 
there were more than 143,000 sales meetings in 1961 with an 
average expenditure of $72.00 per day per man and an 
average length of three days, and think what impact this has 
had on the TRAVEL INDUSTRY. 
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Foreign travel in this country is increasing by leaps and 
bounds. New York Hotel Paramount says it has an increasing 
foreign clientele from a very small percentage a few years ago — 
to now approximately 1/3 of all guest are now foreign 
businessmen. 

STATE DEPARTMENTS OFFICES OF PROTOCOL 
have taken two steps to assure better treatment on non- 
white diplomats in United States hotels. 

1. Each state governor has been asked to name a 
personal representative to oversee arrangements for officials 
upon entering his borders. 

2. State Departments want to hire firms to survey 
lodging places across the country, listing places who will 
guarantee to serve travelers. 

The United Travel Service is considering sponsorship of 
four regional workshops to promote International tourism. 
Governors of each state and top travel people would be 
invited to discuss ways of improving each state’s ability to 
attract and accommodate foreign visitors. 

1. Automobile Sales are doing extremely well, and that 
industry predicts that 1962 will be its best year since 1959. 

2. With the advent of shorter working hours and longer 
vacations and with higher wages, the public is taking more 
frequent vacations and staying longer. 

3. The expense account restriction of the Internal 
Revenue Service has been somewhat resolved. 


COMMERCIAL vs TOURIST: 

Why has the emphasis shifted from tourism to travelers? 

Not altogether just because he is a part of the Travel 
Industry. 

One of the most interesting motel trends is the growing 
importance of the “Commercial” guest and the dwindling 
importance of the Tourist. Although motels were perhaps 
conceived to serve the tourist, and the industry grew and 
prospered because of tourist patronage, the cycle has 
reversed itself within recent months. Recently spokesmen 
For groups of motels indicate that often 65% to 95% of their 
business comes from the traveling businessman. That is 
certainly true in my business today. 

I have been talking the past few minutes about the 
predicted future of travel from a broad point of view. 
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However, the travel picture must be analyzed from a 
National standpoint. 

The Travel Industry is big business. Now we in 
Kentucky, in order to get our just share of this great industry, 
we MUST: 

1. Have adequate accommodations and facilities. 

2. Create a desire in the minds of the Traveling Public to 
see our state and spend more time visiting our man made or 
natural attractions. 

3. Create a business atmosphere that will attract the 
commercial traveler for business purposes, while here to visit 
our many attractions. 

4. We have our Churchill Downs, Beautiful Race Horse 
Farms, Mountains, Mammoth Cave, Lakes, Parks, Historical 
Shrines, Fishing, Hunting, camping and many other 
attractions that no state in the nation can boast. 

5. They must be advertised and advertised properly if we 
do ourselves justice by this greatly expanding Travel 
Industry. 

6. You have heard mentioned many times in these Travel 
Conferences the very Fine Economic Analysis made by Dr. 
Lewis C. Copeland. 

Dr. Copeland states that: 

a. 17 million visitors come from out of state to Kentucky 
each year. 

b. They spend some $180 million each year. 

c. 55 thousand Kentuckians earn all or part of their 
living serving the visitors. 

d. The average stay of the visitors in Kentucky is two 
days and spend an average of $45.00 to $75.00 per day. 

It has been estimated that the Travel Industry is the 
second largest industry of our Commonwealth. We hope to 
make it first. 

Now, if we could, and I think we are well on our way to 
increase by 10% the number of visitors, it would seem that 
$17,883,000.00 more income to Kentucky, and an increase by 
the day’s stay it would mean more than $86 to 1/2 Million 
dollars. An increase by 100 miles traveled, another $181 
Million Dollars, more income. It is my prediction that within 
the very near-future, that goal will be reached. This can be 
done by proper advertising nationwide and encouraging our 
own people to spend more time exploring Kentucky. 
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We in Kentucky are very fortunate to have a Governor 
who has had the foresight to recognize the great potential of 
the Travel Industry upon the economy of the Commonwealth 
a Kentucky, and to appropriate a budget that will get things 

one. 

With the work now being done by our fine State Depart- 
ments, Department of Public Information, under the very 
fine leadership of Miss Cattie Lou Miller, Commissioner, and 
the Kentucky Tourist and Travel Commission with Henry 
Ward, a very able chairman, and Mr. Charles E. Adams, 
Executive Director, and Charles Warnick, Director, and the 
fine personality they have so ably employed to assist them, 
and with the foresight, thought and enthusiasm, and the 
great interest of our own state Chamber of Commerce, under 
the able leadership of Mr. Paul Gruggs, Mr. Alex S. 
Chamberlin, Mr. Malcolm Mason, and many others. The 
Travel Industry in Kentucky can only go forward and 
upward. They must, however, have the wholehearted support 
of the entire industry. We will reach the 120% increase not in 
the next ten years, but very shortly. 

The Interstate Highway System of Kentucky is pro- 
gressing very rapidly, and a considerable amount of money is 
being spent in our parks and recreational areas, including, 
camping, horseback riding, swimming and fishing facilities, 
and many more including the completion of, in the past year 
and planned for 1962 approximately 5,000 accommodations. 
This all points to a great future for the Travel Industry in the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, but lest we become too 
complacent, or too optimistic, we also, must realize there are 
many factors to consider; we have completions that cannot be 
overlooked. 

Up to now, I have portrayed to you a very bright future 
for the Travel Industry that cannot fail. 

HOWEVER, the tourist travels when he has money to 
spend. The Commonwealth traveler travels when he can earn 
money. If President Kennedy gets his way in Congress, the 
pocketbook of all Americans may be affected. 

You may be paying six cents instead of five cents to mail 
a letter, air mail, eight cents instead of seven cents. If you 
have income from stock dividends or interest from invest- 
ments, taxes may be withheld. 

Your Social Security taxes have already been increased 
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and may increase more to pay for medical care for the aged 
program. Your payroll taxes will rise slightly to pay for 
unemployment. 

It is expected that most salaried government employees 
will, within the next year or so will get healthy increases 1n pay. 

There is a considerable step-up in all defense spending. 

These services must be paid for by the traveling public, 
and this in turn will curtail certain types of travel. 

We do not know as of yet the effect of the passage and 
enforcement of the ban on Outdoor Advertising along our 
Interstate Highway System, as a suggestion by the Federal 
Government and, in turn, passed by several states: We do not 
know that in states that are enforcing this regulation many 
businesses along the Interstate System virtually closed their 
doors or have gone bankrupt. I am of course referring to 
Wisconsin. 

We are wondering if this legislation is in the best 
interest of the traveling public, and if they want this ban 
enforced, or do they want controlled Outdoor Advertising 
instead of a complete ban on such advertising, in order that 
they may be better informed as to the many state’s at- 
tractions, accommodations, and services they so vitally need? 

We also must analyze the effect of the Super Highway on 
our Traveling Public. It has permitted us to cross the state 
almost without stopping. We must have some plan whereby 
we can stop the traveler long enough to share in the rich 
heritage of our great Commonwealth and benefit from our 
many services. 

Speed traps must be remedied. 

Our own State Legislature is not far enough along to yet 
predict the impact that its actions will have upon 
pocketbooks of our Traveling Public that will compete for 
travel dollar. 

The dye is cast, the pattern is formed for Kentucky to be 
the greatest travel state in the Nation, lest we shirk our duty. 

No job to obtain leadership in any field is obtained 
without foresight, planned attack and hard work. 

We must promote travel in every segment of our business 
economy to give its just place in our great Commonwealth. 
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RESTRICTING OF OUTDOOR 
ADVERTISING ALONG 
INTERSTATE HIGHWAY SYSTEM UNDER 
FEDERAL STANDARDS 
February 7, 1961 


Mr. Ward, distinguished guest, ladies and gentlemen, I 
want to thank Mr. Ward and his department, and all other 
Departments of State who have anything to do with granting 
us this privilege to present to you our views on these 
regulations as set Forth in the Kentucky Revised Statutes 
177:830 through 177:990-2 pursuant to authority of KRS. 
177:860, Official Order 83878. 

I am here today in a dual capacity; that is, as President of 
KENTUCKY MOTEL ASSOCIATION, AND AS F. W. 
Stephens, private citizen taxpayer, and motel, restaurant 
owner and operator. I hope that each one present, and I am 
assuming same, have read these regulations which refer to 
Official Order 83878, and have considered the great damage 
that could result in the business economy of this Common- 
wealth, and to the various individual businesses that it could 
virtually eliminate, aside from the loss of revenue to so may 
farmers, small property, owners, such as widows, school 
teachers, and others who own a small tract of land near these 
Interstate Highways who need this revenue so badly to 
supplement their income. 

I wonder if people who originated this bill and regulations 
have their life savings tied up in an enterprise, and whose 
earnings for livelihood is almost wholly dependent upon 
advertising in one form or another: Are they more interested 
in authentic beauty of the highways at the expense of the loss 
of revenue of all forms of service establishments? At our 
annual convention last September, we as a group voted and 
went on record as favoring the Bond Issue of road con- 
struction and park improvement realizing full well that many 
of us would be hurt as a result of re-routing and new 
construction of highways, but we are not in favor of something 
that will eliminate our business and destroy our life’s savings. 

Now, speaking for myself, my business is located on Dixie 
Highway, south of Louisville, and that was once the main 
artery of traffic south. The Toll Road to Elizabeth was built 
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and we don’t object too much, but now that the traffic is re- 
routed: By what other means do I have of letting the 
traveling public know my location, or even let them know I 
am even in business? 

There are many other motel and restaurant operators 
here today that can give you similar testimony, and some will 
be hurt more than others. 

Any state law complying with the provisions of the 
Federal Standards issued under the Federal Aid Highway Act 
of 1958 for the purpose of restricting outdoor advertising on 
land along the Interstate Highway System would be Uncon- 
stitutional. 

No state has the authority to surrender its regulatory or 
police power by contract or otherwise. The proposed contract 
with The United States would surrender a portion of the 
State’s Regulatory and Police Power in perpetuity and if 
enforceable, would prohibit future legislatures from changing 
the provisions in the State Law regulating outdoor 
advertising. 

Section 122 of the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1958 
declares in Section (a) OF 122 that is the national policy that 
advertising signs along Interstate Highway System should be 
regulated consistent with National Standards to be prepared 
by The Secretary of Commerce, and then states in Section (b). 
That “The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to enter into 
an agreement with state highway departments (including 
such supplemental agreements as may be necessary) to carry 
out the National policy set forth in Sub-chapter (a) of this 
Section with respect to the Interstate System within the 
State”. Sub-section (c) provides that if an agreement pursuant 
to this section has been entered into with any state prior to 
July 1, 1961, the Federal share payable on account of any 
project on the Interstate System within the state provided for 
by funds authorized under the provisions of Section 108 of the 
Act, to which the National policy and the agreement apply, 
shall be increased by one-half of one percent of the total cost 
thereof. 

This provision makes it clear that, once such an 
agreement with The United States Secretary of Commerce is 
made, the State has perpetually surrendered its power to 
change these regulations and has forever tied the hands of 
any future legislatures which might want to change these 
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regulations. 

It is probable that future legislatures would feel an 
obligation to change these regulations for one or more of the 
following reasons: 

(a) It may be that the regulations will cause large num- 
bers of businesses to go bankrupt because of their inability to 
let the traveling public know they even exist. 

(b) It may be that the traveling public may find that the 
lack of signs is inconvenient and wasteful of time, in that they 
cannot conveniently locate needed service. 

(c) It may be that the monotony of watching countryside 
unbroken by signs will be found to foster hypnosis of drivers 
and make driving unsafe. 

But if the law authorizing such agreement should be held 
constitutional, then the legislature could do nothing to correct 
the situation without violating its contract with the Federal 
Government. Their hands would be tied by this contract. 

Case to test the constitutionality of such laws are now 
pending Ohio and Wisconsin. Why don’t we wait and see what 
happens in these states or do we want to spend more of our 
taxpayer’s money to find out for ourselves? 

The other really undesirable feature of this bill comes the 
Federal Government. The big boys in Washington say it will 
give back to one-half to one percent MORE of the money we 
contribute to the Federal Highway Program if we ban 
billboards along Kentucky’s highways of the new interstate 
system. How do you like that? Now, be cooperative, and we get 
more of our own money back; don’t be cooperative, and they 
will give our money to someone else. Nothing like level Payola 
of being bribed with one’s own money. 

I would like to quote from a title entitled “The Public 
Business,” conducted by Dillard Stokes, Council Bluff, Iowa, 
Nonparell, March, 19, 1959, as to the merits of the matter 
with which the bonus has nothing to do with these 
Committees claim the billboards diminish, or destroy, the 
capacity, efficiency, safety and beauty of the highways. It is 
hard to see what the sign has to do with the capacity of 
efficiency of a road or with its safety, if it is well laid out. It is 
said that the billboards are distracting; but there are respect- 
able experts who say that is all good, because highway 
hypnosis has caused many deaths. There are psychologists 
who tell at once the billboards are gone there will have to be 
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shrubbery and flowers to take over their function of breaking 
the hold of the endless, stupefying ribbon of highway. These 
claims have the look of makeweight; What the committee 
really is concerned with is beauty. Now the Government has 
the power to take land that is needed for a road, whether the 
owner wants to sell or not. The land that is not taken on 
either side of the road does not belong to the Government. It 
is property that belongs to the owner. Have they then the 
right to use it for their own profit? Is it now lawful for me 
then to do what I will with my? It is said that the land 
couldn’t be sold or rented to the billboard people, if it were not 
for the highways, so the extra value was created by the 
taxpayers who does not belong to the land owners at all. 

If we grant that, must we not say, also that any value 
added to land by a public improvement belongs to the 
Government rather than to the land owner? If so, then the 
Government already owns most of our country, and Socialism 
is here. 

If the idea of private property means anything, the 
government owns the land it has taken and private persons 
own what they still have. 

What the scenery enthusiasts’ propose is simply to 
impose their standards of beauty upon others by law. They 
think billboards are eye sores, and many of us agree, but can 
that justify telling people they must not put billboards on 
their own land? If that were so, could not the legislature tell 
people that the back of their houses is not pretty? That the 
eyes of aesthetic motorists never, never be offended by the 
sight of pig pens and cow barns. That the children must be 
scrubbed before going in view of the road because grimy faces 
are so unattractive? 

Now, if beauty justifies one of these restrictions, does it 
not justify them all? 

This is not to say that beauty is to be disregarded, but the 
guarantee of liberty and ownership of property, also are 
beautiful and a God-given right. Their preservation has a 
rather high priority. 

. I would like to quote from the article entitled, “Do Road 
Signs Affect Accidents?,” by A. B. Lauer, former professor of 
Psychology and director of Driving Laboratory, Iowa State 
College, and Carl McMonagle, Director of Planning and 
Traffic Division, Michigan State Highway Department, July, 
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1955 issue of Traffic Quarterly, published by the End 
Foundation for Highway Controls, Inc. 

“No insurance company that we could find, is on record as 
having paid for death, injury, or claim where billboards are 
cited as the cause. Billboards are never on the right of way 
and always stand back from intersections. They are neither or 
less a hazard than houses, stores or other buildings, tree or 
clumps of shrubbery in the same place. Safety campaigns of 
national organizations and state and municipalities use 
billboards to broadcast their warning to both drivers and 
pedestrians and post them in the most conspicuous places.” 

Only a minority of the American public is in favor of the 
drastic restrictions contained in the Federal Standards (as 
opposed to reasonable restrictions) of our outdoor advertising. 
Most people, including companies interested in outdoor 
advertising that I have talked to, do and would agree that 
there should be reasonable regulations of this and other 
advertising media. 

There have been two instances or perhaps more where 
the American Public has been given a fair opportunity to 
express its views on outdoor advertising, these occurred in 
Virginia and Oregon. 


THE VIRGINIA STORY: 


In an effort to show most motorists on highways objected 
to billboards, and desired their elimination, The Garden Club 
in and around scenic territory in the vicinity of 
Charlottesville, Virginia, asked the Virginia Department of 
Highways to conduct a survey as to the attitude toward 
billboards of all motorists traveling on a certain highway 
around Charlottesville. The Virginia Highway Department 
agreed to make the survey. In order to make sure that they 
obtained the views of all motorists on these highways, road 
blocks were set up and Highway Department employees 
stopped all cars and asked the motorists certain questions 
regarding his attitude toward billboards. The last question 
was: “Do you have any objections to billboards?” The inclusion 
of the word any was certainly designed to get the maximum 
number of motorists to say that they has some objection. 
However, much to the surprise of the groups which initiated 
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the survey, only 30% percent of the 5,997 motorists 
interviewed had any objection whatsoever to billboards, and 
of these 30% percent who objected, nearly one-half of them 
objected only to certain kinds of billboards, such as “large 
billboards,” billboards with ugly backs, etc. 

In spite of all the pressure groups and various advocates 
of the bill in Oregon, but on November 8th when the votes had 
been counted, 452,389 votes had been cast against the bill, 
only 248,361 were for it. In other words, the bill was defeated 
by a margin of nearly two to one. It was beaten in every 
county in Oregon. 

In Virginia survey and the Oregon statewide vote prove 
as nearly as anything can that people do not object to outdoor 
advertising, and that most of the hue and cry against the 
advertising medium is the result of an intensive and 
aggressive attack upon it by a small and dedicated minority 
well published by some members of competing advertising 
media. 

Mr. Ward, if you and your department wish to make your 
decision on the enforcement of this regulation, we respectfully 
request you conduct a survey of the motoring public as has 
been done in the state of Virginia, and see if the public wants 
such a regulation imposed upon them. 

We now have a vigorous campaign to promote the tourist 
business in the state of Kentucky. If we expect to promote our 
economy from business establishments of the tourist, we must 
be able to advertise our products and services. 

Another important function of outdoor advertising is to 
let business establishments, which cater to the traveling 
public, bring the goods sold and services rendered at their 
establishments to the attention of travelers on nearby 
highways. Many motels, restaurants, the petroleum service 
stations, hotels, and vegetable stands, etc., rely almost 
entirely on outdoor advertising placed at various distances 
from their establishments for the purpose of informing 
approaching motorist of their services and products. There is 
not any advertising medium which can be used for this 
purpose. 


I quote 7 from American Restaurant Magazine, May, 
1958: “The highway sign, For the motel owner, is most often 
the only way a motel can reach the traveler for the first time.” 
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Every successful motel owner we know claims that his 
highway sign has been responsible for bringing him his new 
business more than any other medium. I am convinced that at 
least 22% of my business comes from the outdoor advertising 
signs that I have, and if I had to remove the 13 road signs 
that I have on various highways, I could not survive, and my 
business would be bankrupt, and I feel that there are more 
motels and restaurant owners here today that would give the 
same testimony.” If time permits, I would like for you to hear 
from some of them. 
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ADVICE ON INVESTING 


Investments can make or break you. You see the need, 
but fear to risk. Basic unproductive investments, you can also 
lose money to thriving wolves in sheep’s clothing. 

Money invested is a serious consideration for people 
facing retirement and for those of us who are already retired; 
Unless we plan our Financial Future carefully the realm of a 
happy retirement and secure future may not materialize. 

The average person may feel that the knowledge nec- 
essary for wise investment or investing is beyond his or her 
ability or is more trouble than it’s worth. This fear of loss 
keeps many of us from even making good investments. We do 
nothing hoping that everything will turn out OK. 

But take heart, you can keep your shirt on by using your 
wits by investing according to qualified financial planning — If 
you lay a solid foundation before handing out your money over 
to just anybody. 

Here are some questions to ask: “By the National Futures 
Association to protect yourself. A reputable broker or 
promoter will answer them, but a fly-by-night fraud will 
sidestep them or misrepresent the facts. Ask what risk are 
involved in the investment. Ask if the person would mind 
explaining the proposal to your attorney, or investment 
advisor, ask how much of your investment money will go to 
commissions, tax fees and the like.” Before committing 
yourself or your money, apply these tests. If the investment 
calls for more attention or money than you are willing to 
invest, then don’t invest. 


LET’S GO TRY SOME OF THESE TESTS: 


1. Have I done my homework? Don’t accept a promoter’s 
reference at face value. Get reports and recommendations 
from your bank, or reputable broker. Make your decision on a 
set of verifiable evidence. 

2. Is the promoter willing to give me detailed under- 
standable explanations of the investment vehicle. 

3. What's the promoter’s background? 

4. Do they have a prospectus as a potential investor of 
which you are entitled to know from any promoter soliciting 
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large sums of money? 

5. Can I afford this investment? This question focuses on 
the risk factor. It’s an old axiom, “THE HIGHER THE RISK, 
THE GREATER THE RETURN; LIKEWISE, THE GREATER 
THE RETURN, THE HIGHER THE RISK.” In this instance , 
you must decide how much risk you are willing to accept. 

6. How long can I afford to wait for this investment to pay 
off? THIS IS THE CONCEPT KNOWN AS THE HOLDING 
PERIOD. 

7. Where and to whom, can I buy or sell? You don’t want 
to invest in an asset which cannot be readily marketed. You 
want to buy or to sell at ease. 

8. How easily can I turn this asset into cash? This is 
liquidity, or the asset’s ability to be converted into cash on the 
open market. 

9. How much nae can I expect? And if profit occurs, 
what should I do then? 

10. When do I bail out if things go wrong? Every invest- 
ment carries a possibility of loss. Before you ever invest, 
determine when to get out and cut your loss. 

11. Would this asset be valuable as collateral for possible 
loans? If the investment is sound and genuine, lenders should 
be willing to make loans against it. 

12. Can I leverage my position? This is using other people’s 
money and a little of yours as possible, and to earn a profit. 

13. How mobile is the investment? Can it be transferred 
with a stroke of a pen, or do you need an armored car to move 
it? 

14. Is the asset vulnerable to theft? What would happen if 
these assets were to be stolen? 

15. Could this asset be fraud or forgery? If the price seems 
too low, you need to wonder if this is an imitation. 

16. Can I personally inspect the investment? Be skeptical 
of deals where all money transactions are kept elsewhere. 


JUST REMEMBER THAT IF A DEAL SOUNDS TOO GOOD 
TO BE TRUE IT JUST MIGHT BE JUST THAT. 
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NOW YOU ARE A DIRECTOR 


Your membership looks to you for representation, of their 
ideas and your own. The success of your organization will 
also largely depend upon your ability as a director to make it 
successful. Some of these suggestions may help: 


1. Your organization has a Constitution and Bylaws, or 
some other instrument, stating its reasons for existence and 
methods of operation. Get acquainted with it to such an 
extent that you can easily discuss it at any time. This is the 
chart for your organization’s operation. 


2. Find out what your membership wants, and then be 
prepared to satisfy them by intelligently introducing their 
wishes and suggestions at the proper time and place. 


3. Because you are closer to the organization operation 
than your members, they are likely to believe any statement 
you make regarding it as authentic. Off-hand statements, 
rumors, gossip or unjust criticism can find believers. Trying 
any of these could throw your membership into chaos and 
confusion. This type of representation doesn’t create a 
successful organization. 


4. Criticism is a thoroughly democratic custom and 
highly constructive if you are completely informed on the 


subject and know when to present it. Otherwise, you may be 
criticized. 


5. Your association executive wants to aid you and‘can be 
a tremendous help. Discuss your directorship with him. He 
lives with this sort of thing continually and can offer valuable 
suggestions. Incidentally, while you are at it, learn some of 


his problems. Knowing them will help you approach your 
own. 


he 6. When an association problem is discussed, make sure 
it is discussed by the people and at a time designated by the 
proper official. Attending rump sessions called unofficially 


leads to factional representation. You are elected to represent 
all the members. 
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7. Avoid entering into clique or factional politics if they 
ever occur. They are not for you, and can quickly ruin any 
association. Again, you're there to represent everyone. 


8. All organizations have activities that are either 
successful or failures. Usually you will know about the 
successful ones. At times you may want to change them just 
for the fun of feeling you have a hand in things. Restrain 
yourself if this urge should be encountered and devote your 
energies to other activities. 


9. Your association executive can tell you if there are 
any items that are failures and require your attention. If you 
feel a deep urge to do some changing, try changing these. 
Otherwise, leave well enough alone. 


10. Make all your efforts constructive. Always build 
toward a stronger Association. Remember that the members 
you represent are interested in construction — not 
destruction. 
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WORKING WITH YOUR PRESIDENT 


The position your president holds isn’t an easy task. You 
can help him considerably by offering authentic information 
and keeping him informed with respect to current 
membership wishes. Your greatest asset to both him and your 
membership is your intelligent participation in your Board of 
Director’s Meeting. Making every meeting result in tangible 
action rests considerably on your contribution to it. Here are 
a few suggestions about your board meetings: 


1. If an agenda is issued prior to the meeting, study it 
carefully. If there is any itern on it you don’t completely 
understand — then contact the association executive and ask 
him to brief you. 


2. Learn the exact purpose of the meeting and determine 
in advance what you are going to do about it. 


3. During the meeting, stick to the agenda. Offering 
subjects for discussion not appearing in it impedes the 
meeting. Wait until the president asks for discussion on 
subjects not appearing on the agenda. 


4, Keep your responses short and to the point. You're not 
there to deliver an oration. 


5. When you speak, do it clearly in a voice everyone can 
hear. Make certain everyone is listening — you can’t offer your 
remarks against a half dozen side conversations. 


6. Side conversations are in poor taste, and slow the 
meeting. You are there to speak before the group. This doesn’t 
require hoarse whispers to the person sitting next to you. 


7. When speaking - talk to the group. Remarks 
addressed to your friend across the table exclude the rest. 


8. If you think some of your remarks escaped others, 
repeat them. 


9. If your remarks are lengthy or involved, sum them up 
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at the end of your discussion. Somebody may have forgotten 
your objective before you're finished. 


10. Aimless discussions may arise on subjects that 
require study or research. Stop them with a motion a 
committee be appointed to study the subject. This is one of 
the best methods of cutting a meeting short and adjourning 
on time. 


: 11. Don’t hesitate to comment, criticize constructively or 
disagree. Know your subject and ask for support from 
members who believe as you do. 


12. If you disagree with the speaker — ask questions at 
the proper time. Make him completely clarify his remarks — 
pinpoint them on a direct resume everyone can understand. 


13. If you have a comment, ask for the floor. Don’t enter 
into a general hubbub. What you have to say is a genuine 
contribution — don’t lose it in confused conversation. 


14. There may be dissenters on some subjects. Ask them 
to summarize their convictions in a direct conclusion. This 
permits a more thorough examination of an idea that could 
be highly constructive when completely understood. 


15. Hurriedly passed motions (to get the thing over with) 
usually don’t receive the consideration they deserve. Better 
to table them until the next meeting than to pass a motion 
you will regret later. 


16. After the meeting, ask yourself if you made a genuine 
contribution to the advancement of your industry. If you’re in 
doubt, ask the association executive. He can give you an 
accurate opinion. He’s lived through many meetings and 
consulted with many directors. 


Everybody has to be new at board work at some time or 
other. Maybe this is your first experience. The natural 
impulse is to pass the whole thing off with: “I’m new here and 
just listening.” If this thought occurs, try to remember that 
your contribution will be limited by “just listening.” 
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WORKING WITH THE ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE 


Whether he is called Executive Manager, Manager, | 
Executive Vice President, President, Executive Secretary or | 
Secretary, the fact isn’t altered that he is your association _ 


executive and eager to help you as a director. Organization 
management is his business and he familiarizes himself with 


his profession. Actually, he is the employed representative of — 


your entire group. Working with him will give you a 
considerable insight into organization procedure problems. 
The fact that he represents your group doesn’t necessarily 
indicate he completely understands the operation of your own 
particular business or profession. His work consists of 
operating an organization — not a specific business. 

Occasionally your president may ask you to organize a 
committee. The executive can be of considerable benefit to 
you in recommending persons interested in the 

type of work your committee is to consider. He can also 
offer suggestions as to how your committee can accomplish 
its objectives. His presence at your meetings will tend to give 
them stability and direction. 

At times you may suggest new activities, or a change of 
present activities. Before offering such suggestions it would 
be wise to consult with the association executive as to 
whether or not your proposal fits into your organization’s 
policies. Consulting with him also regarding pitfalls 
surrounding illegal activities or how to keep from appearance 
of doing illegal acts would very much be in order and save 
you from the embarrassment of offering a suggestion that 
would not be a credit to you. 

At times you may wish to offer suggestions for 
improvement or establish new activities. Possibly, for 
personal reasons, you don’t care to be identified with the 
suggestion. Should this situation arise, your association 
executive could offer your suggestion in an anonymous 
manner. 

Of course, your association executive can help you in 
more ways that could possibly be mentioned in those few 
brief pages. What we are trying to say is that by consulting 
with him you will find your rather exacting position as 
director made clearer and easier for you. 
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GRATITUDE 


DESPITE OF INFINITE ODDS, MANKIND TODAY 
HAS NEVER HAD IT SO GOOD: 


Think of it; earth is a piece of rock hurling through a 
universe large beyond all understanding, a universe filled 
with millions of other stony worlds that as far as we know 
are void of life entirely. 

Life itself, the fruit of all our gifts, seems astonishment 
enough. But how to explain, even to comprehend, the 
diversity of life on earth? However to explain the beauty of 
it? How to appreciate its unity, the way life’s myriad forms 
arrange themselves into so elegant a design? 

And how to account for our success as a species. Human 
life must have begun, as all life seems to begin, in weakness, 
ignorance and fear. Why aren’t we still sitting in the mouth 
of a cave knocking bone against rocks? Why should we, of all 
creatures have been blessed with a destiny of inconceivable 
progress? 

I have never been deprived of the basic necessities of life. 
For all my worry or dissatisfaction, I have never lacked a 
place to sleep, clothes for my body or food for my gut. For all 
my complaining, I have never been in want of anything truly 
essential for my survival. It’s a distinction I share with most 
Americans. We generally take it all for granted. 

But imagine the billions of men, women and children 
who have lived and died since time began. What percentage 
of them, I wonder, could make such a boast? How they would 
envy us? 

For most of us, the question is not whether we have a 
place to live, but whether that place is pretty, is it in a nice 
neighborhood, has all the luxuries we desire — not whether 
we have food to eat, but whether we'll have beef or pork or 
turkey, and whether we shall indulge in lobster or mark a 
special occasion; not whether we have clothes to keep us 
warm and healthy, but whether we'll be fashionable? 

We can reasonably expect to live 70 years or more. A few 
short centuries ago, a man or woman of 35 or 40 was considered 
old. In my case, had I been born a few hundred years ago, | 
would probably have been a beggar or a village idiot, a near 
blind man in a world that hadn’t yet invented eyeglasses. 
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It is fortuitous circumstance that we happen to live at 
this moment in history. NO PEOPLE in all history ever had 
it so good. We reap the benefits of man’s long evolutionary 
struggles, and progress we’ve made so far seems to make it 


clear that our future can be limitless. If we take our place © 
and responsibility in the chain of human history, who knows | 


what wonders might be waiting a few hundred years hence? 

It is hard to imagine that the history of mankind, 
through all happy accidents and grim disasters, has been 
aimless. It is inconceivable that a thousand generations 
should have striven to pass on the flame of human life to 
their children, with no purpose. It doesn’t matter that 
purpose is still more or less a mystery to us. What a privilege 
to be a part of it all. 

A few weeks ago, I was playing golf when suddenly I 
noticed the world about me. Suddenly I begin to think and 


look about me, what a beautiful world we live in. I noticed | 


the lush green course, the warmth of the wind, the sky’s 
incomparable blue and the clouds stacked like pillows on a 
lustrous feather bed. 

I noticed how easily I was managing the complex 
maneuver we call walking, and take for granted. I NOTICED 
THE BIRDS WHEELING overhead, a lake’s glassy surface 
that reflected the trees’ crazy autumn colors, a squirrel 
scrambling sideways around an oak tree, the whole scene 
bathed in the special light of the summer sun. The beauty of 
it all, the privilege hit me like a thrown brick, and though I 
don’t think of myself as a sentimental man, tears came to my 
eyes. How crazy, how accountable, that we should have 
surroundings like these. 

I thought about the NASA pictures of earth taken by the 
astronauts during their journey to the moon; earth looking 
like a toy, surrounded by darkness; our tiny haven in a huge 
and hostile Universe. It looks so vulnerable when we see it as 
a whole. We have all that, not to mention the smaller, more 
parochial gifts that are heaped on oblivious our health, 
wives, and husbands, children, employment, freedoms of 
many kinds and descriptions, friends, grandparents and days 
when we don’t have to go to work. All manner of gifts, few of 
them earned, with freedom of religion, with the right to 
worship in any manner we choose and worship whatever 
deity we so choose. With all of these bestowed upon us to 
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what right claim the access of all these precious freedoms 
bestowed upon us? 

When I wonder such things, the feeling that swells up in 
me can ONLY BE CALLED GRATITUDE. It’s a good proof as 
any as I know of the existence of a higher Power. Call it GOD 
if it pleases you, but whatever it is called, we invoke it today, 
just as primitive people invoked it a thousand years or more 
ago, when they considered the harvest and knew in their 
hearts that their own hard work and efforts were just a 
partial explanation. 
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GETTING ALONG 


ODDS AND ENDS: 

1. Betting odds: 

(a) In Australia betters are clustering around 
cigarette machines and betting whether the coins 
will fall heads or tails. 

(b) Newest game in Manhattan is called Alaskan 
Roulette. You set up a number of ice cubes on a 
table, then bet. First cube that melts wins. 

(c) A filling station in Las Vegas is doing a big 
business whereby if the customer’s gasoline bill 
comes three identical figures he gets his gasoline 
free. 

Husband to his wife: Well, no I didn’t get the raise, but 
my boss pointed out a loop hole to me I didn’t know. 

Personnel man to Trainee: If you want to skip your coffee 
break, you can retire three years earlier. 

The average man’s idea of a good sermon is the one that 
goes over his head, but hits his neighbor. 

Love is the star that men look to as he walks along, and 
marriage is the orbit he fell into. Cooperation is what it takes 
to get along in marriage. The man that was out all night and 
went to milk morning told the cow to that he would get a 
good firm hold and for her to jump up and down. 

A man fell nine stories and a man on the third floor 
asked him how things were going and he replied, good so far, 
but when he hit the sidewalk a policeman walked up and 
said “What is going on here?” The man got up and said I am 
not hurt because I was wearing a light fall suit. 

WHY DO WE DO THE THINGS WE DO? Escape, or 
reason, or excuse? 

1. Why does a drinker drink? Escape, make believe, 
Desire to suffer, forgetting, fun, transformation, easy out, or 
self pity. 

2. Why do people gamble? Desire to lose, pleasure, make 
believe, change imbedded in humans, bring out desire or to 
do a thing otherwise he would not do. 

3. Why does news sell in a newspaper? News, scandals, 
misfortune, information. 

4. Why we gossip about others and what do we talk 
about? Scandals, good deeds, misfortunes, etc.: what kind of 
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news are you most interested in about your friends and 
others? Is it good deeds or misfortune? 

5. People do things and say things that cover their own 
misgivings. 

6. Consider the other fellow’s rights and privileges. Do 
you know when you are offending the other fellow? 

IF I COULD GO BACK TO SCHOOL AGAIN? Courses 
that I would take: 

1. Courses in how to have fun. 

2. Lessons in posture, dancing, skiing, oil painting, 
bowling, photography, playing cards, and checkers. Of all 
these what have I learned to do after 50, or whatever have I 
have lost a leg, hand, arm, foot, or both eyesight and 
hearing? 

3. Lesson in posture dancing and other forms of exercise 
to add grace, poise and rhythm to the body. 

4. I have forgotten my math, history, and Latin, etc. I 
should have learned to whistle and whittle. 

5. So many of my teachers have taught me how to be 
serious, but none taught me how to be frivolous. 

6. G. K. Chesterson wrote and I quote: “Angels can fly 
because they take themselves lightly, for solemnity flows out 
of me naturally; but laughter is a leap.” 

7. If I were trying to create courses to add to 
acurriculum, I would include such courses: 

(a) How to get out of a sand trap on a golf course. 

(b) Conversational trap at a cocktail party. 

(c How to gracefully decline a social obligation. 

(d) We get all kinds of advice as how to get a job, but 
no advice as to how quit a job and keep friends and 
prestige. 

(e) Were you ever taught to whittle, live cheaply, how 
to avoid being a live wire, encouraging one in his 
own endeavors, and how to Thank You or say I 
love you more often? 

8. People learn to be useful before they learn how to 

enjoy themselves or how to be harmless. 


(1) Wash out ring in your bathtub? 

(2) Eat soup quietly? 

(3) Drink no more after you start to impose on the 
other fellow? 
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(4) Know when you are offensive? 

(5) What consideration do you have for the other 
fellow’s feelings? What offends you may not offend 
the other fellow or vice versa? 

(6) All of these and others is a part of your education. 
SMILES AND THANK YOU - Are the three most 
magic words in our vocabulary. How much do you 
use them? 

(7) Frances Bacon wrapped up the objective of 
Education “Studies serve for delight, for ornament 
and for ability. Their chief use for delight is a 
privateness and retiring; for ornament is in 
discourse, and for ability is in the judgment and 
disposition of business.” 


FUNDAMENTAL TECHNIQUES IN HANDLING 
PEOPLE AND GETTING ALONG IN SOCIETY: 
These are magic: 
1. Don’t criticize, condemn or complain. 
2. Give honest and sincere appreciation. 
3. Arouse in the other person an eager of want; How to 
make people like you. 
4. Become genuinely interested in other people. 
5. Smile. 
6. Remember that a man’s name is to him the sweetest 
and most important sound in any language. 
7. Bea good listener, encourage others to talk about 
themselves. 
8. Think in terms of the other fellow’s interest. 
9. Make the other fellow feel important. 
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WHO’S THEY???? 
1961 
THEY MUST BE WORTH KNOWING, 
THEY ARE QUOTED 
MORE OFTEN 
THAN ANY OTHER AUTHORITY, 
BUT NOBODY TELLS THEY 


Last fall I noticed my neighbor was wrapping burly sacks 
around his rhododendrons, “It’s going to be a cold winter”, he 
explained. I asked him how he knew. “The milk man told me, 
he said,” So I asked him how the milkman knew. “He says 
that is what they say,” he said there was nothing else to say. 
You can’t argue with they. 

Now then, they, I mean this anonymous third person 
plural, that is the final arbiter on everything from fashion to 
weather. If they say we can’t wear brown shoes with a blue 
suit, or eat oysters in a month without an R, we accept their 
decision without question. How many umbrellas are carried 
in this county on a clear day, for instance, just because they 
say it’s going to rain? 

All my life they have dictated what I should do or, more 
often shouldn’t. When I was young I never bit my fingernails 
because they said it would stunt my growth, and I always ate 
my bread crust because they said it would make my hair curl. 
Today I am five feet and ten inches tall and what hair I have 
left is still straight as an arrow. I avoid food that I like 
because they say it’s fattening. I wouldn’t dream of removing 
my coat in a restaurant on the hottest summer day. What 
would they say especially, I know what my wife would say. 

What I want to know is: Who’s They? It’s a hard pronoun 
to pin down, because it keeps popping up in other guises: 
Certain people claim and everybody knows, or it goes without 
saying that they know. 

Radio commentators refer to they as a confidential 
source. Newspaper reporters define them as an adminis- 
tration spokesmen, or a leading military authority, or a high 
ranking official in the State Department. Sometimes they 
turn out to be groundhogs or a grapevine, or a little bird told 
me so. 

They say so is the stamp of authority that turns ordinary 
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conversation into gossip. Even the wildest rumor is accepted 
as fact when someone credits it to they say. Perhaps the 
speaker overheard it at the barber shop where is one of the 
greatest places to really get some good gossip, but by the time 
it reaches the bridge table, the source has multiplied into a 
safe majority that can’t be challenged by anyone. I hear she 
dyes her hair. They tell me it was a shotgun wedding. It’s 
common knowledge that she’s running with the hardware 
salesman. You can’t sue them for slander either. 

There’s no limit to the range of their knowledge. If you 
are peeling onions, they tell you to leave the water running, 


AINE GE A AN OLLIE LEE AD AIO BP EN ALD ALEC LD: 


or hold a darning needle between your teeth. They can swing ~ 


a National election by saying that this candidate lacks 
personality, that he can’t win, or he may have a certain belief 
that some of his opponents approve. Now what do they say 
about the stock market? They say it’s going up or it’s going 
down to encourage or discourage a prospective purchaser to 
buy or not to buy because, they say or it’s been rumored. 

You go to the race track and Jim and Joe said that horse 
is a sure shot to win. You put your money on that horse 
because Jim said he would win. 

I have a friend who is a broker whose wife announced to 
him at the breakfast one morning that she was investing all 
of her savings in something called Drugs for Personality. 
“They say its going up and will split very soon.” He tells me 
she assured him that this was going to happen because that 
she had heard it at her bridge party and they were all 
investing in it. Of course I laughed heartily, but to my great 
surprise, do you know what did happen? One month later, 
the Drugs For Personality split two for one and paid a huge 
dividend and my wife made a huge profit, but she lost at the 
track the following day because they said her horse was a 
sure shot to win. 

The trouble is that their predictions are so often on the 
wrong side. If you dream of a wedding, they warn there’s 
going to be a death. If you cut your finger and then sprain an 
ankle, look out, they claim accidents come in threes. What’s 
more, sometimes they are right. 

ro Take for instance, a friend of mine who was sitting in his 
living room one night when the grandfather clock stopped. 
“They say it means a death in he family, his wife observed; 
(Probably Mother).” He told her not to worry, but suddenly a 
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dog started to howl and his wife insisted that it was a bad 
omen because that is what they say. 

Just then there were three muffled wraps on the door, 
his wife sobbed. “It’s mother and he opened the door and sure 
enough it was. She had her suitcase with her, my friend 
added, and she’s been living with us ever since.” 

Maybe it’s just as well that we don’t know who they is. 
Then I would start worrying who told them, and worrying 
can give you ulcers, and that’s not good for your health. 

AT LEAST THAT IS WHAT THEY SAY. 


57 


FOR ALL THOSE BORN BEFORE 1945 
We Are Survivors —- Consider The Changes 
We Have Witnessed 


In our day, cigarette smoking was fashionable, grass was 
mowed, coke was a cold drink, and pot was something you 
cooked in, Rock music was a grandma’s lullaby and aids were 
helpers in the school office or workers in the home. 

In our time, closets were for clothing, not for coming out 
of: bunnies were small rabbits and rabbits were not 
Volkswagens, design jeans were scheming girls names Jean 
and Jennie. Having a meaningful relation, it meant getting 
along well with your cousins. 

We got married first, then lived together. How quaint can 
one be? 

We were before radar, credit cards, split atoms, laser 
beams and ball point pens: before panty hose, dishwashers, 
clothes dryers, electric blankets, air conditioners, drip-dry 
clothes, and before man walked on the moon. 

No wonder we are so confused and there is such 
generation gap today. But ,we survived, and what for a better 
way to celebrate? 
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YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT 
OLD FOLKS 


The man who views the world at 50 the same time as he 
did at 20 wasted 30 years of his life. Mohammed Ali. 


Age is only a number, a cipher for the records. A man 
can't retire his experiences. Bernard Baruch. 


Age is something that doesn’t matter unless you are 
cheese. Actress, Billie Burke. 


What is baldness? Baldness is hairing impaired. 


We should all be concerned about the future because we'll 
all be spending the rest of our lives there. Charles Keating. 


Older people know more about being young than younger 
people know about being young. A.G. Spizzin-United Way 


The great thing about getting older is that you don’t lose 
all the other ages that you have been. Author Madeleine 
LEngle. 


I never heard of an old man forgetting where he buried 
his money. Philosopher, Cicero. 


Age is strictly a case of mind over matter. If you don't 
mind, it doesn’t matter anyway. Jack Benny. 


I’m not going to sit in a rocking chair and wait to die. 
Death has got to run me down. Alice King, Senior house 
member Club. 


An old man gives good advice in order to console himself 


for no longer being in condition to set a bad example. Francois 
de La Rochefoucauld. 
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IF I LIVED TO BE 100 
If I live to 100, I'll die young because I’m in love with life. 


I’m 65 and I guess that puts me in with the geriatrics. 
But if there were 15 months in every year, I'd be 48. That is 
the trouble with us. We number everything. James Thurber. 


Time is a dressmaker specializing in alterations. Faith 
Baldwin. 


I don’t feel old inside, but I’m appalled at how old my 
children are. 


Nature is full of freaks and now puts an old head on 
young shoulders, and then a young heart beating under 
fourscore winters. Ralph Waldo Emerson. 


There are no diseases of the aged, but only disease 
among the aged. 


The young have aspirations that never come to pass; the 
old have reminiscences of what never happened. 


Nature gives you the face you have at 20; it is up to you 
to merit the face you have at 50. 


Aristotle says education is the best provision for old age. 


Most people say that as you get old you have to give up 
things. I think you get old because you give up things. 


_ As a man get older, he suspects that nature organized 
him for the benefit of nurses and doctors. 


To divide one’s life by years is, of course, to tumble into a 
trap set by our own arithmetic. . . But we, unlike trees, need 
grow no annual rings. 


People who live long who will drink the cup of life to the 


very bottom, must expect to meet some of the drugs. Benjamin 
Franklin. 
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Nobody grows old by merely living a number of years. 
People grow old only by deserting their ideals. Years may 
wrinkle the skin, but to give up interest wrinkles the mind. 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur. 


Ecclesiastes 9:10: Forsake not an old friend, for the new 


is not comparable to him, a new friend is as new wine; when 
it ts old, thou shalt drink it with pleasure. 
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FATHER’S ADVICE TO SON 
1. Trust God, but lock your car. 
2. Never laugh at anyone’s dreams. 
3. Believe in love at first sight. 


4. Remember that no time spent with your children is 
ever wasted. 


5. When traveling, take two big safety pins so you can 
pin the motel drapes shut. 


6. Accept a breath mint if someone offers you one. 


7. Keep the porch light on until all the family is in for the 
night. 


8. Rehearse a joke before telling it. 
9. Always try the house dressing. 
10. Don’t let a little dispute spoil a friendship. 


11. Once in a while invite the person in line behind you to 
go ahead of you. 


12. Send your mother-in-law flowers on your spouse’s 
birthday. 


13 .Buy ladders, extension cords and garden hose longer 
than you think you will need them. 


14. Never the first to break a family tradition. 


15. Steer clear of any place with a “Ladies Welcome” sign 
in the window. 


16. Don’t stop a parade to pick up a dime. 


17. Ask anyone giving directions to repeat them at least twice. 
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18. Don’t wash a car, mow a yard, or select a Christmas 
tree after dark. 


19. Hold your child’s hand every chance you get. The time 
will come when he or she won’t let you. 


20. Never be photographed holding a cocktail glass. 
21. Give people more than they expect and do it cheerfully. 


22. Someone will always will be looking at you as an 
example of how to behave. Don’t let them down. 


23. Do your homework and know your facts, but remember 
that it’s passion that persuades. 


24. Beas friendly to the janitor as you are to the chairman 
of the board. 


25. When someone asks you a question you don’t want to 
answer, smile and say, why do you want to know? 


26. Overestimate travel time 15%. 


27. Don’t be so concerned with your rights that you forget 
your manners. 


28. Never wear a white bathing suit. 


29. Don’t dismiss a good idea simply because you don’t like 
the source. 


30. When you say “I’m sorry,” look the person in the eye. 


31. Put the strap around your neck before looking through 
the binoculars. 


32. Never say anything uncomplimentary about your wife 
or children in the presence of others. 


33. No matter how old you get, hug and kiss your mother 
whenever you greet her. 
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34. Pray, there is immeasurable power in it. 
35. Brush your teeth before putting on you tie. 
36. Never ask your barber if you need a haircut. 


37. Phone home if you are going to be more than 20 
minutes late. 


38. Remember that everyone is influenced by kindness. 
39. Overpay good baby sitters. 


40. If you are away from home and hear church bells, 
think of three people who love you most. 


41. When it comes to worrying or painting a picture, know 
when to stop. 


42. Behold. Providence loves boldness and will assist you 
in ways you wouldn't imagine. 


43. Never order chicken-fried steak in a place that doesn’t 
have a jukebox. 


44. Go on a blind date. That’s how I met your mother. 
CALL YOUR DAD. 


64 


WHAT IS MOTHER? 


When you think of Mother, is it about someone who 
tucks you in at night and then gives you a reassuring pat on 
the head as she quietly walks out of your room leaving the 
night light on, or do you think of someone who seems to have 
a magnetic attraction toward you and it makes you feel good 
at having her presence in your life. 

The one thing that is certain as life itself is that 
everyone has been born of a person known by all as 
MOTHER. Now let’s see what God’s word says about Mother. 
Ex 20:12 and Devt. 5:16 Honor thy Father and thy Mother 
that the days may be long on the land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee, Devt.21:18-21-If a man has a stubborn, 
rebellious son who will not obey his father or mother, even 
though they punish him. His father and mother shall take 
him before the elders of the elders of the city and declare: 
This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious and won’t obey, he 
is a worthless drunkard. Then the men of the city shall stone 
him to death. Prov. 10:1-Happy is the man with a level 
headed son; sad is the mother of a rebel. Prov.15:20 —A 
sensible son gladdens his father. A rebellious son saddens his 
mother. Prov. 19:15 - Scolding and spanking a child helps 
him to learn. Left to himself he brings shame to his mother.” 

You have all heard the saying — spare the rod and spoil 
the child. I am glad that my parents thought enough of me to 
use the rod when it was required to improve my family values. 

During this last bit of scripture; “Prov.31:-31 I will ask 
each one of you to bow your heads, close your eyes and try to 
think of your mother as I read: She is woman of strength and 
dignity, and has no fear of old age when she speaks. Her words 
are wise kindness is the rule for everything she says. She 
watches carefully all that goes on through her household, and 
is never lazy. Her children stand and bless her, so does her 
husband.” He braised her with these words: “There are many 
fine women in the world, but you are the best of them all.” 
Charm can be descriptive and beauty doesn’t last, but a 
woman fear and reference God shall be greatly praised. 
Praise her for her many fine things she does for you. These 
fine things of hers shall bring the honor and recognition from 
the leaders of the Nations. 

“May God bless your mother wherever she may be.” Walt 
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WHAT DO YOU SEE IN ME 
What do you see in me, nurse, what do you see in me? 
Are you thinking when you look at me — 
Acrabbed old woman, not very wise, 
Uncertain of habit with far away eyes, 
Who dribbles her food and makes no reply 
When you say in a loud voice — “I do wish you'd try.” 
Who seems not to notice the things that you do 
And is forever losing a stocking or a shoe. 
Who resisting or not, lets you know as you will 
With bathing and feeding, the long day to fill. 
Is that what you're thinking, is that what you see? 
Then open your eyes, nurse, You're not looking at me. 


I'll tell you who I am as I set here so still. 
As I move at your bidding eat at your will. 

I’m a small child of ten with a father and mother. 
Brothers and sisters who love one another; 

A young of sixteen with wings on her feet 
Dreaming that soon a love she’ll meet; 

A bride at twenty my heart give a leap, 
Remembering the vows that I promised to keep 

At twenty-five now I have young of my own 
Who need me to build a secure, happy home. 


A woman of thirty, my young now grow fast, 
Bound together with ties that should last. 
At forty my young sons have grown up and gone, 
But my man’s beside me to see I don’t mourn. 
At fifty once more babies play around my knee— 
Again we know children, my loved one and me. 
Dark days are upon me, my husband is dead. 
I look at the future, I shudder with dread. 
For my young are all rearing young of their own. 
And I think of the years and the love that I’ve known. 


I’m an old woman now and nature is cruel. 
‘Tis her jest to make old age look like a fool. 

The body is crumbling, grace and vigor departed. 
There is a stone where I once had a heart. 

But beside this old carcass a young girl dwells. 
And now again my bittered heart swells. 


66 


I remember the joys, I remember the pain 
And I’m loving and living life over again. 
And accept the stark fact that nothing can last. 
So open your eyes, nurse, open and see 
Not a crabbed old woman, 
Look closer — see Me! 


Quote-Author unknown-Found in geriatric ward 
of Hospital, near Dunde, England 
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1792 KENTUCKY 1992 


The Kentucky Flag: 

The state seal imprinted on a field of navy blue was 
approved by the General Assembly in 1928, after ten years of 
indecision over the design. The original flag is on display at 
the Kentucky History Museum in Frankfort. 


The Kentucky State Flower: 

The golden plumes of this wildflower line the roadsides 
in autumn, adding to Kentucky’s spectacular display of fall 
color every year. Native to all Kentucky, 30 of nearly 100 
species of this weedy herb are found here. 


The Kentucky State Bird: 

Kentucky’s fields and woods ring year-round with the 
pleasant melodies of this red-crested song-bird. The male 
Cardinal boasts a vivid red plumage, while the female is a 
light brown with red highlight. 


The Kentucky State Tree: 

Important to the pioneers, the seeds of this shaggy- 
barked tree produced an acceptable substitute for coffee when 
that commodity was in short supply. The Kentucky coffee tree 
lives for 40-50 years and attains a height of 40 to 75 feet. 


The Kentucky State Song: 
“BLUE MOON OF KENTUCKY” by Bill Monroe — 1947 


The Grey Squirrel: State wild animal 
The Kentucky Bass: State fish 

The Viceroy Butterfly: State butterfly 
The Fresh White Pearl: State Gemstone 


Kentucky Explorers, Pioneers, and Frontiersmen: 
Judge Roy Bean, James Bowie, Kit Carson, George Rogers 
Clark, Daniel Boone, Floyd Collins, James Harrod, Simon 
Kenton, Dr. Thomas Walker, Squire Boone — First Baptist 
Preacher in the state, preached his first sermon near 
Shelbyville, Ky. June 23, 1780. 
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KENTUCKY TID-BITS 


DID YOU KNOW: That on June 1, 1992, that we are 
celebrating Our BICENTENNIAL and we've planned a year 
long salute for our 200th birthday. The celebration is 
statewide, and in every county of the Commonwealth, you'll 
find special events and festivals showcasing Kentucky’s rich 
and fascinating history. 


THE BLUEGRASS STATE 


Unlike most other states, Kentucky is also designated a 
“commonwealth.” When Kentucky became the 15th state in 
1792, the first state on the western frontier the words 
“commonwealth” and “state” were synonymous. The term 
“commonwealth” implied a free state, independent of 
government by a king, going back to the time of Oliver 
Cromwell’s England in the mid-1600’s. Of the four 
commonwealths in the United States, Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania and Virginia were once British colonies. 
Kentucky was once part of Virginia, and at the time of its 
separation it chose to call itself the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky. 


“WHY WAS KENTUCKY CALLED THE 
BLUEGRASS STATE”? 


Kentucky is known as the “Bluegrass State” because of 
the abundant growth of bluegrass on its rich limestone soil. No 
one really knows where Kentucky bluegrass originated, but 
reports say that early pioneers found it growing in the state 
when they crossed the Allegheny Mountains. Traders began to 
ask for the seed of the “blue grass from Kentucky” and the 
name stuck. Bluegrass is not really blue — it’s green. But in the 
spring, bluegrass produces bluish-purple buds that, when seen 
in the large fields, give a rich blue cast to the grass. 


by: Hiram Taylor 
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EXPLORER (DANIEL BOONE) 


Daniel Boone 


70 


SOLITUDE 


Be not afraid of solitude, 
It’s not your enemy at night; 
It’s water from a healing stream 
To help you win the fight. 


Be not afraid of solitude 
As moments turn to years: 
Let thoughts of love and life gone 
y; 
Dry your falling tears. 
Be not afraid of solitude: 


It can truly be your friend. 
It’s time to count your blessings 
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YOU ARE NOT ALONE 


On days when life seems desolate 
And the sun’s behind a cloud, 
And the rain is fiercely falling, 
And the tops of trees are bowed, 
Do you suddenly remember 
That your are not alone. 


When the burden on the spirit 
Is lifted quite away, 

And the grayness of the somber sky 
Is pierced by a golden ray, 

And you know that the steadily falling rain 
Nourishes the grass and flowers, 

And all the world looks fresh and clean, 
Rinsed by the silver showers. 


Yet even on those lovely days 
When there is no cause to fret, 

Peace comes to the heart in a special sort of way; 
When one does not forget 

That you are not alone. 
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SOME FAMOUS SAYINGS 
THAT I HAVE PICKED UP 
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ST SO we Ee ea 


SOm Fe SRG OU ae 


They say 

It’s been said 

It’s been talked 
Someone told me so 
It’s been rumored 

I have been told 

They are talking it 
What would they say 
People claim 

It goes without saying 
I heard it, etc. 

They tell me 

The old saying is 

You have heard it said 
It’s a fact 

Statistics have shown, etc. 


It has been proven 


GOOD AND BAD SPEECHES DO’S AND DON'TS 


ee LS rt 


Entertain 
Inform 
Amuse 


Bore 
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IRONIC PARALLELS 


It has been said that history repeats itself. With a look at 
the events of the past we realize how quickly history has 
been written and repeated to some extent. 

There are many ironic parallels to be drawn between the 
deaths of Lincoln and Kennedy, who were slain by assassins. 

1. Both presidents were concerned with civil nghts. 

2. Lincoln was elected in 1860; Kennedy was elected 1960. 

3. Both were slain on Friday and in the presence of their 
wives. 

4. Their successors were both named Johnson and were 
both southerners and Democrats and had served in the 
United States Senate. 

5. Andrew Jackson was born in 1808. Lyndon Johnson 
was born in 1908. 

6. John Wilkes Booth, the assassin of Lincoln, was born 
in 1839 and Lee Harvey Oswald, the assassin of Kennedy, 
was born in 1939. 

7. Both Booth and Oswald were southerners, favoring 
unpopular causes. 

8. Both slayers of Booth and Oswald (Boston Garbeth 
and Jack Ruby) murdered the two assassins before they were 
tried in a court of law. 

9. Both presidents’ wives lost children through death 
while living in the White House. 

10. Both men were shot in the head. 
11. “Kennedy’s secretary was named Lincoln. Lincoln’s 
secretary was named Kennedy.” 


John C. Theobald 
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YOU GOTTA GO, START EARLY 


A rather old fashioned lady, always quite delicate and 
elegant, especially in her language, she and her husband 
were planning a week’s vacation in Florida so she wrote to a 
particular campground and asked for a reservation. 

She wanted to make sure the campground was fully 
equipped, but didn’t quite know how to ask about the toilet 
facilities. She just couldn’t quite bring herself to write the 
word toilet. After much deliberation, she finally came up with 
the old fashioned term “bathroom commode.” But when she 
wrote that down, she still thought she was being a bit too 
forward. So she started out again, rewrote the entire letter 
and referred to the bathroom commode merely as being the 
B.C. “Does the campground have its own B.C.?” And this is 
actually what she wrote. 

Well, you see the campground owner wasn’t old-fash- 
ioned at all and when he got the letter he just couldn’t figure 
out just what the lady was talking about. That B.C. business 
really stumped him real good. 

After worrying about it for a while, he showed the letter 
to several campers, but they couldn’t imagine what the lady 
really meant either. So the campground finally came to the 
conclusion that the lady must be talking about the location of 
the local Baptist Church, and sat down and wrote the 
following reply: 


“Dear Madam: 

I regret very much the delay in answering your letter, 
but I now take pleasure of informing you that a B.C. is 
located nine miles north of the campground, and is capable of 
seating 250 people at one time. I admit it is quite a distance 
away if you are in the habit of going regularly, but no doubt 
you will be pleased to know that a great number of people 
take their lunches along and make the day of it. They usually 
arrive early and stay late. 

The last time my wife and I went was six years ago, and 
it was so crowded we had to stand up for the whole time 
there. It may interest you to know that right now there is a 
supper planned to raise money for more seats, Theyre going 
to hold it in the basement of the B.C. I would like to say it 
pains me very much not to be able to go more regularly, but it 
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surely is no lack of desire on my part. As we grow older, it 

seems to be more of an effort, particularly in cold weather. If | 
you decide to come down to our campground, perhaps I could 
go with you the first time you go and sit with you, and 
introduce you to all the other folks. Remember this is a | 


friendly community!” 


Quote: From Campground Stories By Art Sechrest 
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DESIDERATA 


Go placidly amid the noise and haste, and remember 
what peace may be in silence. As far as possible without 
surrender and be on good terms with all persons. Speak your 
truth quietly, clearly, and listen to others, even the dull and 
ignorant; they too have their story. Avoid loud and aggressive 
persons; they are vexations to the spirit. 

If you compare yourself with others, you may become 
vain and bitter; for always there will be greater and lesser 
persons than yourself. 

Enjoy your achievements as well as your plans. Keep 
interested in your career, however humble; it is a real 
possession in the changing fortunes of time. 

Exercise caution in your business affairs; for the world is 
full of trickery. But let this not blind you to what virtue there 
is for many persons strive for high ideas; and everywhere life 
is full of heroism. 

Be yourself, especially, do not feign affection, neither be 
cynical about love; for in the face of all aridity and disen- 
chantment, itis perennial as the grass. 

Take kindly the council of the years, gracefully sur- 
rendering the things of youth, nurture strength of spirit to 
shield you in sudden misfortune. But do not distress yourself 
with imaginings. Many years are born of fatigue & 
loneliness. 

Beyond a wholesome discipline, be gentle with yourself. 
You are a child of the universe, so no less than the trees & 
the stars; you have a right to be here. 

And whether or not it is clear to you, no doubt the 
universe is unfolding as it should. 

Therefore, be at peace with your God, whatever your 
labors and aspirations, in the noise confusing of life keep 
peace with your soul. 

With all it sham, drudgery and broken dreams, it is still 
a beautiful world. Be careful, strive to be happy. 
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OLD GLORY SPEAKS 


“HELLO! REMEMBER ME? Some people call me Old 
Glory. Others call me Star Spangled Banner. But whatever they 
call me, I am your flag, the flag of The United States of America. 
Something has been bothering me and I thought I might talk it 
over with you because it concerns both you and me. 

I can remember when people would line up on both sides 
of the street to watch a parade go by, and naturally I was 
leading it proudly, waving in the breeze. 

When your daddy saw me coming, he immediately took 
off his hat with his right hand and held it against his left 
shoulder so that his hand was over his heart. REMEMBER? 
And you, I remember standing there as straight as a soldier. 
You didn’t have a hat, but you were giving the right salute. 
REMEMBER little sister? Not to be outdone she was giving 
the same salute as you — with her hand over her heart. 

What happened? The same old flag. Oh, I have a few 
more stars than I used to have, and a lot of blood has been 
shed since those parades of long ago. But now I don’t feel as 
proud as I used to. When I come down the street you just 
stand there with your hands in your pocket, and I may get a 
glance, when you look away. I see all the children running 
around and playing. They don’t seem to know who | am. 

I saw a man take off his hat then look around, and when 
he didn’t see anybody else with theirs off, he quickly put it 
back on. 

Is it a sin to be patriotic anymore? Have you forgotten 
what I stand for and where I’ve been? VALLEY FORGE, THE 
ALAMO, BULL RUN, SAN JUAN HILL, THE ARGONNE, 
IWO JIMA, VIETNAM? Take a look at the memorial rolls of 
those who never came back in order that this country might 
remain free — one nation under God. When you salute me, 
you are actually saluting them. 

Well, it won’t be long until I’ll be coming down the street 
again, so when you see me, stand straight, place your right 
hand over your heart, and I'll salute you by waving back, and 
I'll know that you remembered. 

WHY DID THE MAN REPLACE HIS HAT? Two possible 
reasons. Was it ignorance? No; he knew what to do; Was it 
apathy? No, he started to do it. It was shame! He was 
ashamed for others to see him show respect for the Flag.” 
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HOUSE RULES 


If you open it, close it. 

If you turn it on, turn it off. 

If you unlock it, lock it. 

If you break it, admit it. 

If you can’t fix it, call someone who can. 
If you borrow it, return it. 

If you value it, take care of it. 


If you make a mess, clean it up. 
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If you move it, put it back. 


— 
ee 


If you don’t know how to use it, leave it alone. 
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If it’s none of your business, don’t ask. 
If it’s not broken, don’t fix it. 
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If it will brighten someone’s day, say it. 


HORSE SENSE 


Is that sense that a horse has or possesses that 
keeps him from betting on individuals. 
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THE WRECKERS 


I watched them tearing a building down, 

A gang of men in a busy town; 

With a ho-heave-ho and a lusty yell 

They swung a-beam and the sides fell down; 
I asked the foreman “are these men skilled”? 
And the men you'd hire if you had to build. 
He gave a laugh and said “no indeed.” 

Just common labors is all I need. 

I can easily wreck it in a day or two, 

What builders have taken a year or two to do, 
And I thought to myself as I went on my way, 
Which of these roles have I tried to play? 

Am I builder who works with care 

Measuring life by the rule and the square. 
Am I shaping my deeds to a well made plan, 
Patiently doing the best that I can 

Or am I wrecker who walks the town 
Content with the labor of tearing down. 
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PRAYER OF HOPE 


Dear God help me to be a sport in this game of life. I 
don’t ask for any easy place in the line-up: Play me anywhere 
you need me. 

I only ask for the stuff to give you 100% of what I’ve got. 
If all the hard drives seem to come my way, I thank you for 
the compliment. 

Help me to remember that you won’t ever let anything 
come my way that you and I can’t handle together. 

And help me to take the bad breaks as part of the game. 

Help me to understand that the game is full of knots and 
knacks and trouble and make me thankful for them. 

Help me to get so that the harder they come the better I 
like them. 

And always help me to play on the square. 

No matter what the other players do, help me to come 
clean. 

Help me to study the book so that I'll know the rules, 
and to study and think a lot about the greatest players that 
ever lived, and other great players that are told about in the 
Great book. 

If they found out that the best part of the game was 
helping other guys who were out of luck, help me to find it 
out too. 

Help me to be a regular fellow with the other players. 

Finally, if fate seems to upper-cut with both hands and 
I’m laid on the shelf in sickness, or old age, or something, 
help me to take that as part of the game too. 

Help me to not whimper or squeal that the game was a 
frame up or that I had a raw deal. 

When the falling dust I get the final bell, I ask for no 
lying complimentary stones. I’d only like to know that you 
feel that I’ve been a good guy and played the game according 
to the rules. Amen. 
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SCHOOL PRAYER 


Now I set me down to school 
Where prayer is against the rule, 
For this great nation under God 
Finds public mention of him odd. 


Any prayer a class recite 

Now violates the Bill of Rights. 
Any time my head I bow 

Becomes a Federal matter now. 


Teach us of stars or pole and equator, 
But no mention of their creation. 

Tell of experts in Denmark and Sweden, 
But not a word what Eve did in Eden. 


The law is specific, the law is precise, 
Praying out loud is no longer nice. 
Praying aloud in a public hall 
Upsets believers is nothing at all. 


In silence alone can we medicate, 
And if God should get credit, great. 

This rule, however, has a gimmick in it. 
You've got to finish in less than a minute. 


So all that I ask is a minute of quiet, 


If I feel like praying, then maybe I'l try it. 
If not, oh Lord, this plea I make; 


Should I die in school, my soul I pray you'll take. 
But not a word on what Eve did in the garden. 
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SAIL WINDS 


One ship sails west and another drives east, 
With the selfsame winds that blow, 

Is the set of the sails, 
And not the gale 

Which tell us the way to go. 


Like the wind of the sea are ways of fate, 
As we voyage along through life; 

It is set of the soul, 
That decides its goal. 

And not the calm of the strife. 


And now Oh, God no matter which way the wind blows, 


Today, I shall try to seek your guidance, 
As I set my sails today. 
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NOT WORTH BEANS 


: 

He’s not worth beans, but he’s all my dad could afford. | 
Dad said sourly, pointing to the mangy-looking old mule | 
rolling in the dusty old barnyard lot. “I reckon the trader saw 
me coming,” replied my Dad. 

“What makes his hair stick out like that?” The trader | 
said, “he got burned in a fire when he was a colt,” Dad 
replied. “Looks like he’s mangy to me.” | 

Mangy or not, “Old Beans” was our only hope to produce 
a crop to keep us clothed and fed for the coming year. 
Roosevelt’s New Deal had not yet begun, and there were no 
soup lines in our part of the country. After losing our only 
horse to the bank, Dad’s desperation resulted in buying Old | 
Beans. 

The stupid looking old mule had a crooked nose and 
drooping ears. But he was surprisingly intelligent. He’d open 
the gate and the barn door every time he caught us not 
looking. He was slow in the field but never stopped. Dad had 
only to guide him into the first row of corn and tobacco. After 
that no reins were ever needed. Old Beans never stepped on 
a plant of tobacco or stalk of corn. 

He loved attention and would open the corral gate and 
come to the house, poking his head through the open doors 
and windows asking for tidbits. 

One day Dad learned that the trader had told him the 
truth after all. A neighbor came by where Dad was plowing 
and struck a match to light his pipe. Old Beans took off like a 
streak of lightning at the sight of the flaming match, jerking 
Dad to the ground and tearing up several rows of corn. 

Old Beans showed his fear of fire on other occasions, too. 
He ran away when mother lit a fire under the wash tub. He 
broke down a corral fence when I tried to burn some trash, 
and he panicked when Dad lit the smoker to rob the 
beehives. 

Dad often threatened to do away with the beast by trying 
to trade him, but nobody wanted something that looked so 
bad. So Old Beans stayed, and we raised a better crop that 
year than ever before. 

One fall night Old Beans’ frantic screams awoke us in the 
middle of the night. We heard hooves cracking against the 
stable wall as the mule tried to break out of the barn. Dad 
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jumped out of bed, threatening the existence of the mangy old 
mule one more time, and raced to the barn and suddenly 
noticed a grass fire nearby coming close to the barn. 

Apparently someone had thrown a cigarette or match in 
the dry grass near the barn. With our neighbor’s help, we 
were able to put out the fire before it reached the old barn 
where our previous year’s crop was stored. 

Old Beans had saved the entire year’s harvest. 

Dad never again mentioned trading Old Beans. Instead 
he built an enclosed stall where he would not be alarmed by 
fire again, and he retired Old Beans once and for all to a life 
of leisure and ease in the lush green pasture behind the barn. 
By this time after many years of service, he had gotten too 
old to run from a fire. . 

This has been a long time ago, before we had power tools 
and modern machinery. 

I shall never forget that mangy old mule, but he proved 
to be worth his weight in beans after all. 
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MASONRY 
WHAT IS MASONRY: 


A beautiful system of morals veiled in allegory, 
illustrated by symbols, or more fully described: 

Masonry is the activity of closely united men who employ 
symbolical forms borrowed principally from the mason’s 
trade and from architecture, work for the welfare of 
mankind, striving morally to enable themselves and others 
and thereby bringing about a universal league of mankind 
which they aspire to exhibit even now on a small scale. 

It is a great force that binds men into one universal 
brotherhood, with men who believe in the power of moral 
principles. 

Its teachings based on those eternal truths that have 
formed from the beginning of time and have controlled 
human progress, as so broad that they are the foundation 
upon which rest the dogma and creeds of all religious 
denominations. 

There are many units and branches of the order that 
enhance the structure and are embodied in and promote the 
ideals and principles of the order. 

And many and all of our other Masonic affiliations 
subscribe to and support the high ideals and principals 
associated with the Masonic Organization. They are all just a 
spoke in the wheel that promotes the ideals and principals of 
our fraternity that we believe in and live by, and the con- 
tinually of practice of these same ideals and principals we are 
promoting our order and the way of life that we so much 
cherish, and keeping alive these same ideals and principals 
that were established by those before us. 
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RELIGION AND FREEMASONRY 
by 
Dr. Jack J. Earl 33 
Chaplain, The Scottish Rite 
Valley of Louisville 
August 6, 1992 


Recent articles in the news media about Freemasonry 
and Religion underscore the need to examine the relationship 
between the teachings of Freemasonry and the teachings of 
Religion. 

What is Religion? What is Freemasonry? What is the 
relation, if any between them? Is there a conflict between 
Religion and Freemasonry? Obviously, these questions have 
been asked by friends and foe alike. Oftentimes, answers 
depend on the motives of those responding to the questions. 

To set the record straight, I want you to know that I am 
an ordained United Methodist Minister and I have been a 
member of the Masonic Lodge for over 40 years. There are 
many Ministers and Rabbis who are ordained in their 
respective religious bodies and who hold an active 
membership in a Masonic Lodge. 


What is Religion? 

Authorities in the field of Religion indicate that Religion 
per se offers a plan of salvation; a theology which attempts to 
define the nature of God. Webster defines Religion as “any 
system of faith and worship.” 

Masonry does not provide a system of faith or a plan or 
salvation. However, we do ask that a member of the Masonic 
Lodge have a belief in God. 

Many leaders and students of the Craft do not regard 
Masonry as a religion, but religious . . . not a church, but a 
fellowship in which men of all religions may unite. 

Albert Pike in Morals and Dogma, Chapter X states: 

Masonry is not a religion . .. But Masonry 
teaches and has preserved in their purity, 
the cardinal tenets of the old primitive 
faith, which underlie and are the 
foundations of all religions. Masonry is the 
universal morality.’ 
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_ After reviewing definitions of religion by different 
writers, it is my personal assessment that Masonry does not 
meet the criteria to be called a Religion. 


What is Masonry? 

Something is unique in Masonry, a tie uniting men of all 
ranks, types and temperaments into a closely knit fellowship. 

We sit in a Lodge together, each knows exactly what will 
come next; we meet upon the level and part upon the square 
— old and simply yet familiar symbols — and somehow, no one 
knows how, “a tie is woven light as air yet stronger than 
steel.”? 


Arthur E. Powell, in his book, The Magic of Masonry 
states: 


Why do men love Masonry? What lure leads 
them to it, what spell holds them through 
the long years? What strand is it that tugs 
at our hearts... And what is it in the wild 
that calls to the little wild things? What 
secret things do the mountains whisper to 
the climber, so silently yet so surely that 
they be heard above din and clatter of the 
world? What mystery does the sea tell the 
sailor, the desert to the Jew or Arab, the 
Arctic ice to the explorer, the stars to the 
astronomer? When we have answered these 
questions, perhaps we may discover the 
magic of Masonry. Who knows what it is, or 
how or why, unless it be the long Cabletow 
of God running from heart to heart! 


' Albert Pike, Morais and Dogma of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite 
of Freemasonry, Washington, D.C. 


* Joseph Fort Newton, The Religion of Masonry, The Masonic Service 
Association of the United States, Washington, D.C. 


* Albert E. Powell, The Magic Freemasonry 


of 


Masonry and Religion are not antithetical to each other, 
but are mutually complimentary. However, let me point out 
Masonry is no substitution for a church or a Synagogue. A 
mason who practices the tenets of Masonry will strengthen 
his own religious commitment in a church or a Synagogue. 

Masonry is an art of the Brotherhood of Man, a code of 
ethical precepts . . . encouraging its members to extend 
justice to all mankind; instructing its students to be open to 
new insights; supporting its resolve for the right and 
inculcating love of God, home and country and the respect for 
the rights of others. 


What Is The Relationship Between 
Religion and Freemasonry? 

In Masonry we are everywhere taught that no one ought 
to enter upon any great or important undertaking without 
prayer to God for guidance. It is my personal prayer that God 
will provide me with clarity of purpose and the wisdom to 
discern fact from fiction. Prayer is both a mystery and a 
necessity. 

Recently, Dr. James L. Holly, Beaumont, Texas, dis- 
tributed a booklet entitled, “The Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion and Freemasonry” to the delegates at the Southern 
Baptist Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana. It is not my 
intention to present a refutation to each and every item in 
the booklet; however, I do want to indicate the faulty 
reasoning and the use of a scriptural “proof-text” approach 
to the subject. Evidently, the writer or writers of this 
booklet have taken a word such as “secret” and have gone 
to a Biblical Concordance to check on all the Biblical 
references to the word and used the scriptural material to 
“prove a point” without an understanding of the context in 
which the scripture was written. 

One of the headings in the booklet is entitled, “Secret 
Organizations Condemned By the Word of God.” Under that 


title is a subtitle, Secrecy Is The Hallmark of Occultism. The 
writer states: 


The first characteristic of the Masonic 
Lodge which condemns it is that is secretive 
... then the writer continues, The Bible 
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warns believers not to do things in secret 
and in the dark.‘ 


The scripture reference is from St. Luke 12: 1-3. Actually, 
this scriptural reference has to do with the hypocrisy of the 
Pharisees. 

Apparently, the writer of this booklet lacks an under- 
standing of the beginning of early Christianity. The Christians 
of the first and second centuries A.D. used special symbols, 
met in secret and in the dark and communicated with each 
other with these symbols and signs for fear of their own lives. 

Masons who have a religious commitment and dedication 
can be active Masons and practice their own religion without 
conflict with their Masonic teachings. Masonry teaches a Belief 
in God; the Brotherhood of Man and the Immortality of the Soul. 

Dr. Holly states that Secrecy is The Way and The Place 
of the Activities of the Wicked. In his booklet he quotes from 
Psalm 10: 8-9 stating that this scripture identifies the 
“functional atheist” — the one who would agree that God 
exists, yet lives his life as if he doesn’t.° The Psalmist said: 


He sitteth in the lurking places of the 
villages; in the secret places doth he murder 
the innocent; his eyes are privity set against 
the poor. He lieth in wait secretly as a lion 
in his den.§ 


Most Bible Commentaries indicate that the first eleven 
verses of this Psalm give vivid glimpses of the party strife in 
Judaism in the time of and after Nehemiah. 

Masons who take their obligations seriously practice 
Brotherly Love; Provide Relief for the Needy and Search for 
Truth in all of Life’s experiences. It is interesting to note that 
Masons provide approximately $1,400,000 a day for charitable 
programs and 58% of the funds are allocated for the benefit of 
charities other than those that are Masonic in nature. 


4 James L. Holly, M.D., The Southern Baptist Convention and Freemasonry, 


Beaumont, Texas. 
5 Ibid. 
6 The Holy Bible, Psalm 10: 8-9. 
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Conclusion | 
One definition of Freemasonry is “a science of morality, | 
veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols.” The. 
Cornerstone of Masonry is the belief in God, the Great | 
Architect and Master-builder of the Universe; there is no 
other Foundation; upon God Masonry builds its Temple.’ 
Masonry believes believes in the Fatherhood of God and 
practices the Brotherhood of Man. The Masonic philosophy of | 
life means that we are here in the world to: | 
build something 
to do something and 
to become something 


God made the earth, the sea and the sky, but He made 
no roads, built no houses; we as Masons are the builders! 

We must build together, if the Temple of Brotherhood is 
to be completed and dedicated!*® 


” Newton, op. cit. 
* Newton, op. cit. 
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THE TRAVELING MAN 


A traveling man applying for a loan of money, was put | 
through the following examination by a member of the | 
Traveling Men’s Association: © | 


“Where did you come from?” 

“From the town of St. John Mich.” 

“What came you here to do?” 

“To take a few orders and borrow some money.” 

“Then you are a traveling man?” 

“I am so taken and accepted by the boys.” 

“How may I know you to be a traveling man?” 

“By my check and my forty pound sample case. Try me.” 

“How will you be tried?” 

“By the squire.” 

“Why by the squire?” 

“Because the squire is a magistrate, and emblem of 
stupidity.” 

“Where were you first led to be a traveling man?” 

“In my mind.” 

“Where next?” 

“In a printing office adjoining Post of Traveling Men.” 

“How were you prepared?” 

“By being divested of my last cent, my cheek rubbed down 
with a brick, a bunion plaster over each eye anda 


heavy case in each hand. In this fix I was 
conducted to the door of the Post.” 


“How did you know it was a door?” 

“By first stepping in the coal scuttle and afterwards 
bumping my head against the door knob.” 

“How gained you admission?” 

“By benefit of my cheek.” 

“Had you the required cheek?” 

“I had it not, but my conductor had it for me.” 

“How were you received?” 

“On the toe of a boot, applied to my natural treasurers.” 
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“What did this teach you?” 

“Not to fool around too much.” 

“What happened next?” 

“I was set down on a cake of ice, and asked if I put 
trust in mercantile reports.” 

“Your answer?” 

“Not if I know myself I didn’t.” 

“How were you then next handled?” 

“I was put straddle of a 2x4 scanting and trotted 
nine times around the room, then directed to 
the left Bower for further instructions.” 

“How did he treat you?” 

“To approach a customer in three upright steps, my 
business card extended, my arm forming a perfect 
square.” 

“How were you then disposed of?” 

“I was seated upon a cake of ice in front of a dry goods 
box and there made to take the following horrible 
binding oath.” ' 

“IT John Doe, do hereon and herein most diabolically swear 
that I will never reveal and always steal all the trade 
secrets that I can for the benefit of the most August 
Order. And I further swear, by the Baldheaded Jack of 
Clubs, that I will not give, make, hold or cut prices 
below the regular rates. And I further swear, by the 
Pipes that played before Moses, to never have any 
commercial dealings with any man, his wife, his daughter, 
sister, grandparents, old maid, aunt or uncle, unless he, 
she or it, is of sound on the goose.” 

“To which I honestly swear, under the penalty of having 
my grip sack ripped open and my dirty shirt, drawers 
and socks taken out and thrown into the Chicago drainage 
canal, where the Salvation Army ebbs and flows twice in 
every twenty-four hours. So help me Bob and keep me in 
backbone.” 

“I was then asked what I most desired.” 


“Your answer?” 
“Money.” 
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“What did you then behold?” 


“A copy of Dun’s reports, open at chapter 3rd. | 
Upon the book rested a pair of sales; in one pan was a | 
can of concentrated Lye, in the other a brass jackass.” 

“What did these emblems signify?” 

“The scale indicated the balance between Debtor and 
Creditor. The other represented liabilities and assets. 

The Jackass indicated the Debtor.” 


“Did this teach you a lesson?” 

“You bet. It taught me to look out.” 

“Shake brother, will you be of or from?” 

“Both if I can borrow money.” 

“Have you any cigars?” 

“T have.” 

“Will you give ’em to me?” 

“T will not so receive ’em nor will so impart “em.” 
“How will you dispose of ’em?” 

“On sixty days, two percent discount.” 

“All right, begin.” 

“No you begin.” “You must begin.” 

“Up. sul). a Seu. 

“Set em” up. The words and signs are right. 
YOU ARE OK. Author unpublished and unknown. 
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F. W. Stephens, Elected to 
the position of Monarch of 
The Masonic Ahmed Grotto 
January 1, 1956 
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WELCOME OF NEW MEMBERS 
OF AHMED GROTTO 
By F. W. Stephens, Monarch 
1956 


Prophets, we welcome you with all the joys of a Prophet’s 
Greeting, to our fellowship, as Prophets of the Enchanted 
Realm. 

The friendly Smile which always lights a Prophet’s 
greeting Symbolizes the spirit of the Order, because it is 
radiant with joyous impulses that cheer the heart and make 
us warm with sympathy and goodwill. 

The purpose of the order is written in smiles, because 
within our mystic Enchanted Realm the spirit of mirth 
breaks down the barriers of reserve and brings us close 
together in the spirit of goodfellowship, and makes us laugh 
together, like boys unburdened with care. Thus while we 
revel in the joyous freedom of the Enchanted Realm there 
grows a bond of sympathy and fellowship between us which 
abides and makes the heart glad because it gratifies its 
natural longing for delightful associations. 

I trust that you have indeed found the Priceless Jewel on 
the Enchanted Realm, and will cherish it for your own 
happiness and for the glory of the Prophets of the Enchanted 
Realm, to whose fellowship you are now duly admitted. 


100 


MASONS IN ACTION 


Now, if we may, let’s consider for a moment, who are 
these men we call MASONS, who are scattered from coast to 
coast and all over the globe? 

It’s time to stand up and be counted. What manner of 
men are they, and what do they stand for? 

Economic man has been described as a “hungry animal 
in search of food, clothing and shelter.” The search for food 
clothing and shelter has determined the entire course of 
human history, but over and above these wants and desires, 
there is a natural tendency in man to be free from tyranny 
and oppression. 

Again, we ask ourselves, who are these men? They call 
themselves Masons. And what are their creeds and 
characteristics? They are a free people with a desire to do for 
others that what they can’t do for themselves and in 
furthering the Goodwill for all mankind. They are a free 
people; men who think righteously, in deed and action. They 
are opposed to tyranny and oppression and a desire to Beg 
the less fortunate. 

The product to be sold in Masonry and the entire 
fraternity are the most precious and less costly. 

We cultivate Goodfellowship that duty we owe to our 
fellowman. We learn early in Masonry that Masonry is duty 
and it honors the reward of work. 

Our duty is first to God, and then to our fellow man. 
Then we are reminded that we are not to work just that may 
be rewarded monetary or otherwise, but that we are to 
perform these duties because they are for higher and more 
noble rewards. 

There is a quotation that should be the creed of every 
Mason in our great fraternity, all man kind: “THAT WHAT 
WE DO FOR OURSELVES DIES WITH US BUT WHAT WE 
DO FOR OTHERS LIVES FOREVER AND BECOMES 
IMMORTAL.” 

Now, let us ask ourselves who are these men who call 
themselves Masons? Now, If we believe in their CREED, let’s 
cultivate their friendship and practice their CREED. 
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MASONIC CREED 


When we try to analyze the basic principal of Free 
Masonry and why it has lasted these many years and has | 
stood the test of time and the many adversities over the ages, ; 
we have to rely upon the basic fundamentals of the order and | 
what it has stood for all of these years. We must nourish and > 
continually promote our heritage, or we may lose the precious 
jewel, the principals upon which our order was founded. 

These are the things that we must practice to keep our 
fraternity alive today. Masonry has no prejudice or ill will to 
anyone. 

The priceless jewel can be lost. We must guard it 
carefully. Masonry has stood the test of time. We know of its 
virtues, but like a blooming rose it must be nourished to grow 
and give forth its fragrance. 

It takes years to grow a sturdy oak, but can be destroyed 
with only a few blows of the woodsman’s ax. 

Likewise long standing and friendship can be destroyed 
with only a few sharp thoughtless words and actions. It takes 
years to build true friendship, and none of us has so many 
that we can afford to lose even one, and true fellowship and 
goodwill is the basic foundation upon which our fraternity 
was founded. 

A writer in Colliers who prefaced his editorial with the 
comment that he is not a Mason and is not trying to become a 
member of the fraternity, yet he has this to say about 
Masonry. 

Every time some DICTATOR BLOSSOMS into power one 
of the first moves customarily is to declare war on the 
Masonic Fraternity. WHY? Is there some mystic magic about 
the Masons that makes them dangerous to a totalitarian 
society? 

We're afraid there is. To a tyrant, Masons are a very 
subversive bunch. The trouble is that they practice 
brotherhood and democracy. Too high an eminence has 
Masonry credit been advanced that in every age Monarchs 
themselves have been promoters of the art, and have not 
thought its derogatory to their dignity to exchange the 


scepter or the trowel, have patronized its mysteries and join 
in its assemblies. 
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Plenty of Masons have their faults, but by and large, the 
big totalitarian complaint against them is that they are 
decent, democratic cooperative people. But we have the 
notion that the Masonic Fraternity, having outlasted all the 
storms since, by some accounts ancient Egyptians time, it 
will outride the ones yet to come. 

Possibly these Dictators to which we refer, have read of 
revolts against the tyranny of despotic powers in the last two 
hundred years. 

The Boston Tea Party was organized and carried out by a 
lodge of Masons in Boston. 

George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Robert Morris, 
Paul Revere and Thomas Payne-who were most active during 
the Revolutionary War were Master Masons. 

Possibly these same dictators have read of Benito Jarex, 
the Emancipator of Mexico, a full blooded Mexican Indian, 
who threw off the yoke of France and Spain wrote the famous 
Constitution and reform Laws of 1859. He was a Master 
Mason, and many others who have taken part in the freedom 
of people. 

Who are these men they call themselves Masons? Let’s 
cultivate their friendship and practice their creed. 
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OCT. 20, 1990 
PRESENTATION OF | 
50 YEAR MASONIC PEN: | 


: 
Grand Master Wyatt, Grand Lodge Officers, Brother | 
Lodge Members, Ladies and Gentlemen all: mi 

It is with deep humility and reference that I accept this - 
50 Year Masonic Pen, and I accept the honor that go with it. 

I consider this one of the greatest honors that has been 
bestowed upon me, and that the fraternity has accepted me 
for the past fifty years. 

I have a brother that accepted his fifty year pen a 
number of year ago and he was exalted to receive same, so 
that is putting our services together that makes 100 year in 
the fraternity. 

We learn early in Masonry that Masonry is duty, and it 
honors the reward of work. 

Our duty is first to God, and then to our fellow man. 

Then we are reminded that we are not to work just that 
we may be rewarded, but that we are to perform these duties 
because they are duties without regard to reward. 

We are each endowed with certain characteristics and 
endowed with inheabiable talent that make us different from 
each other, therefore we each are players upon the stage of 
life. 

We as Masons must play a part upon the great stage of 
life, be a villain if you may, or an upright player upon the 
great stage of life of dignity and honor. 

Also, we must remember that what we do for ourselves 
are soon gone and die with us and what we do for other lives 
and becomes immortal. 

Now we are back to the idea that again we ask ourselves 
who are these men they call themselves Masons, and what 
are their creed and their characteristics? 

They are a free people: Men who think rightly in deed 
and in action. They are opposed to Tyranny and Oppression. 

The products to be sold by Masonry are the most 
precious and less costly — yet it can be costly. Many have paid 
the price before us, but we must continue to promote and 
uphold the honor and virtues of the order. 

Our Order of Masonry principles and virtues are sound 
and solid and have stood the test of time, and those 
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principles and virtues continue to endure, and they must 
endure in the hearts of younger men and women. 

We that are older are passing by the stroke of time and 
who will carry on to promote the principles and virtues of 
Free Masonry. 

We must entice new members into the fraternity. May I 
challenge each of you, how long has it been since you have 
talked to a young man who may be a prospective Member. 
The average age of our members is steadily growing older. 

May I just add — How do you sell Masonry, are you 
selling Masonry by your actions and associations with 
younger prospective members? 

It is not a tangible thing that can be traded or given a 
monetary value. It lives and thrives in the hearts of men and 
women. 

If you are sold on the very high principles and virtues of 
the Masonic Order what are you doing to promote these same 
high principles and virtues into the lives of younger men and 
women, younger than We? What can we do to promote our 
order? 

Shall we again remind ourselves that what we do for 
ourselves dies with us and is soon forgotten and gone forever, 
and that what we do for others lives forever and becomes 
Immortal. 

George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Paul Revere, 
and Thomas Payne, who were most active in the Revo- 
lutionary War, were Master Masons and many others were 
opposed to Tyranny and oppression. 

Again, may we ash ourselves, who are these men they 
call themselves Masons? If we believe in their high 
principles, creed and virtues, let’s cultivate their friendship 
and practice their Creed. 
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SHRINERS IN ACTION 


We learn early in life of a Shriner — that being a Shriner 
is duty and service and it honors the reward of work, 
especially when it helps another human being less fortunate — 
than yourself. 

Each Shriner is a Master Mason who is endowed with 
those individual desires to help individuals less fortunate 
than ourselves. 

The product that we sell by the Shriner Fraternity is not 
an individual tangible thing that can be bartered and traded 
or given a monetary value; it’s that individual value that 
lives in the hearts of those individual children and others we 
help with our great hospitals scattered the country. 

The product that we sell and services rendered to the 
unfortunate children across the country must continue to 
enrich the lives of the many unfortunate children. In order 
for our work to continue, we must cultivate the principles 
and creed of the Masonic order by promoting Goodwill and 
Fellowship among our younger men and women across our 
great nation we call America. 

We that are growing older are passing by the stroke of 
time and who will carry on and promote the principles and 
virtues of the work that has been done in the past and to 
carry on the much needed work yet to be done. 

May I challenge you: How long has it been since you 
have talked to a young man or woman to join our fraternity 
to become a part of the great humanitarian work in which 
the Shriners are engaged in today. 

The average age of our members is steadily growing 
older. Who will take the place of those of us that are passing 
by the stroke of time? 

Since the ideals and principals of our order are not 
tangible, they that cannot be bartered or traded; then what 
are we doing to entice younger men and women into our 
fraternity to carry on he great humanitarian work the 
Shriners are doing? 

We must encourage our young men and women in the 
ideals of service to those principals and ideals that we so 
much cherish: So that they maybe able to carry on the great 


work to make life richer for those that are less fortunate than 
ourselves. 
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Again, need I remind you that the products that we sell 
by Masonry and the Mystic Shrine fraternity are the most 
precious and less costly and greatly rewarded. Now, if we 
believe in the great work they are doing, let’s cultivate their 
fellowship and practice their creed. 
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SHRINERS CREED 


I don’t know how he is on Creed, 
I never heard him say: 

He’s got a smile on his face 
And he wears it every day. 


If things go wrong He won’t complain: 
Just tries to find the humor: 

He’s always finding little ways 
Of helping other folks, the little ones. 


He sees the good in everything and everyone. 
His faults are never mentioned: 

He has a lot of confidence 
In people’s intention. 


No matter if the sky is gray or blue 
You get his point of view 
And the clouds begin to scatter 
And the sun comes breaking through. 


You know him if you meet him 

And you'll find it worth your while 
To cultivate his friendship of 

The Shriner behind the smile. 


Very few of us do our level best — 


That’s why there is so much room at the top. 
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THE LEVEL AND THE SQUARE 


We met upon the level and parted upon the square; 
What words of precious meaning, those words of Masonic 
are; 

Come let us contemplate them, they are worth a thought. 
In the very wall of Masonry the sentiment. 


We met upon the level — though every station come. 
The rich man from his palace, and the poor man from his home. 
For the rich man leave his wealth and state outside the 
Mason’s door. 
And the poor man finds his respect upon the checkered floor. 


We act upon the plum — this the order of our guide; 

We walk upright in virtue’s way and lean to neither side: 
The all seeing eye that reads our hearts doth bear us witness 

true, 

That we shall try to honor God and give each man his due. 
We part upon the square for the world must have his due. 

We mingle with the multitude, faithful band and true; 
But the influence of our gathering in memory green 

And we long upon the level to renew the happy scene. 
There’s a world where all are equal, 

Through which we are hurrying fast through. 


We shall meet upon the level there, 
When the gates of death are past. 

We shall stand before the orient, and our Master will be there. 
To try the blocks we offer with his own erring square. 


We shall meet upon the level there, to never thence depart: 
There’s a mansion there; 
It’s all ready for each trusting faithful heart. 

There’s a mansion, and a welcome waiting for you there, 
Who has met upon the level and been tried upon the square. 
Let us meet upon the level, then, while patient there: 

Let us meet and let us labor, through the labor be severe, 
To gather up our working tools and part upon the square. 
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Gather hands around ye brotherhood 
Of the bright fraternal chain: 
We part upon the square below to meet in heaven shore. 
What words of precious meaning those words that are: 
We meet upon the level and part upon the square. 


Published in Augusta, Maine, 1928-Author unknown 
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